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òé for Godõs glory and the good of posterity, it is necessary that utmost care shall be taken that all and only  
Remarkable Providences be recorded and published.ó 

ñ Increase Mather, 17th century journalist, historian, Puritan divine, and president of Harvard College  
 

The Classical  
Vision by Rhea Bright, 

PH Upper School Humani-
ties & Latin Instructor  

The inspiration behind classical 

Christian education can be found in the prin-
ciples of education laid out in classical times, 
by Plato and Aristotle, which are grounded 
in a certain understanding of human nature. 
This ôclassicalõ view of humanity is consistent 
with Christian teaching, and consequently 
was embraced by Christian theologians. 

Plato defines the human soul as con-
sisting of three parts: Reason, whose proper 
function is to know the good; the Passions, 
whose proper function is to love the good 
known; and the Will, whose proper function 
is to obey the good known and loved.  This 
threefold definition of the soul became the 
defining standard in Christian ethics.  Educa-
tion, Plato says, should inform the intellect 
by teaching truth, so that we come to know 
the good; it should awaken in the soul a love 
of the good known; and it should train the 
will in obedience to the 
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 St. Basil the Great (330-379), for whom Basil House is named, is one of the greatest Fathers of the Christian East and in many ways 

a perfect patron for students of a Christian classical school. Born into a large Christian family of Cappadocia in Asia Minor, St. Basil received a 
first-rate education, initially at home, and later in Caesarea, Constantinople, and finally in the cultural center of 
the ancient worldñAthens, the òhome of letters.ó 
 Of their time together at school in Athens, St. Basilõs best friend, St. Gregory Nazianzen, famously re-
marked that they knew only two paths: òthe one leading to our sacred buildings and the teachers there, the other 
to secular instructors.ó Such diligence about their studies paid off. As St. Gregory says of his friend: 
 òWho had such power in Rhetoric, which breathes with the might of fire . . . ? Who in Grammar, which perfects our 
tongues in Greek and compiles history, and presides over metres and legislates for poems? Who in Philosophy, that really lofty and 
high reaching science, whether practical and speculative, or in that part of it whose oppositions and struggles are concerned with logical 
demonstrations, which is called Dialectic . . . ?ó 
 After completing university studies, St. Basil took a position as a teacher of rhetoric in Caesarea. But a 
series of visits to various monastic centers in Egypt and the Holy Land put it into his heart to establish a monas-
tic community on the family estate in Cappadocia. Although this was a short-lived experiment, since the young 

man was soon called to serve the Church more actively, it was during this period that St. Basil wrote his influential works on the ascetic life. 
These writings inspired many later monastic legislators like St. Benedict, who specifically recommends the reading of St. Basilõs writings, and 
they have continued to be treasured for their wisdom and the depth of their spiritual teaching. 
 It was during the next period of St. Basilõs life, however, in which his greatest fame was to be achieved. In 370, he was consecrated 
bishop of Caesarea, and while his stirring sermons and mighty deeds of pastoral compassion in that city are enough cause for honor, today the 
great Basil is remembered first and foremost as a trumpet of theology and defender of the faith. In this way, he continued and extended the 
tradition of St. Athanasius of Alexandria by defending not only the full deity of Christ, but the full deity of the Holy Spirit as well. St. Basil fell 
asleep in the Lord in 379 AD. 
 Of St. Basilõs many writings, one of the most interesting for those of us involved in classical education is his òAddress to Young Men 
on the Right Use of Greek Literature.ó In this essay, St. Basil recommends the study of the classics of antiquity, which, though of lesser value 
than Holy Scripture, can nevertheless be of enormous benefit to our lives. St. Basil writes, òWe must needs believe that the greatest of all bat-
tles lies before us, in preparation for which we must do and suffer all things to gain power. Consequently we must be conversant with poets, 
with historians, with orators, indeed with all men who may further our soulõs salvation.ó RP 
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 The image of God, which is central 

to Providence Hallõs educational philosophy, 
has a nature. And its imprint upon humanity 
is not a genome for self-actualization. 

I could write of community, but I 
risk visions of coffee shops. I could write of 
civic duty, but many would think only of pa-
triotism. I could write of culture, perhaps, 
but few would think of much other than 
their suspicion that itõs out to get them. I feel 
as if we have all the wrong metaphors for all 
the right words. 

To what, then, should we compare 
education? Ahab looked for wine near the 
palace, but trod Naboth under foot and in-
stead drank the wrath of Godñone should 
look further than their backyard for answers. This care is duly rein-
forced by educationõs historyñit follows the changes in societal values 
like the planets follow the ecleptic, which is to say that finding a culture 
without a conscience is to find a paideia without a purpose. A fresh 
metaphor, which happens to be quite old, is neededñinitiation. 

Here follow three of the most unoriginal stances on the training up 
of childrenñand not because you and I donõt have our childrenõs best 
interest in mind, but because the education of the past has long since 
held the preservation of society to be more impor-
tant than the self-advancement of but one individ-

Mary Grace George studies in 
her third-grade class. 

-Continued on pg.7 
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 We Believe...by Providence Hall Students 

òI believe that Providence Hall is a 
fun school!ó Sarah Streller, 1st grade 
 
òI believe that Providence Hall 
teaches us hard work and success.ó 
Sarah Horstmanshof, 7th grade 

 
òI believe that Providence Hall is a 
really classical school and itõs Chris-
tian. They really get it in childrenõs 
minds.ó Willow 

Baker-Germann, 3rd 
grade 

 
òI believe that 
Providence Hall is 
the best school 
ever.ó Hannah 

Danley, 3rd grade 
 

òI believe in God the Father Al-
mighty.ó Tucker Andrews, kindergarten 

 
òI believe lunch is the best!ó Samuel 

Smith, kindergarten 

 
òI believe this is a good school and 
itõs hard. And it has the best play-
ground on planet Earth.ó Ethan Hen-

derson, 6th grade 

 

òI believe that Providence Hall has 
really good teachers.ó David Streller, 5th 

grade 

 
òI believe the Providence Hall teach-
ers are better than anyone else.ó 
David Horstmanshof, 4th grade 
 

òI believe that Providence Hall is 
fun!ó Ava Baskerville, 3rd grade 

 
 

òI believe that 
Providence Hall 
teaches us about 
God.ó Lake Cutter, 

1st grade 
 

òI believe that 
Providence Hall teaches us to value 
things that happened in the past.ó 
Eden Dickerson, 3rd grade 
 
 

Please show these students that you 
also believe in Providence Hall by 
donating generously to the Provi-
dence Hall Annual Fund. All dona-
tions are 100% tax deductible. For 
more information, contact Lynne 
Doe, Development Director, at 
LDoe@providencehall.org or 405-
478-2077. 
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Providence Hall is a classical Chris-

tian School whose mission is to as-

sist parents by providing a challeng-

ing classical educational experience 

designed to help students become 

learners for life in the light of Godôs 

Word; to recognize truth, beauty, 

and goodness according to Biblical 

standards; and to prepare them to 

live purposefully and intelligently as 

servants of the Lord Jesus Christ for 

the benefit of man and the glory of 

God. 
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The Image of  Godð continued from front cover 

ual. As Werner Jaeger writes, òéthe individual passes away, 
but the type remains.ó In short, I am proposingñor rather 
remindingñthat Christian education is that discipleship of 
grace that preserves a way of life.  Amnesia is the unique 
affliction of modernity, and I believe classical, Christian edu-
cation to be the ôcholinesterase inhibitorõ that just might save 
a few things worthy of eternal life. 

Education is an initiation into an existing tradition. 
Parents and teachers are card-carrying members in this tradi-
tion, or at least conscious of the fact that they should be, and 
the student is striving to imitate the knowledge, behaviors, 
and core humanity of the professor. It is for this reason that 
I honestly prefer the title òHeadmaster, over that of òHead 
of School.ó The former conjures character or sagacity wor-
thy of emulation; the latter speaks only of an administra-
torña payroll manager. Not that the ôtraditionõ is only found 
within Providence Hallõs four walls. Christian tradition is 
alive.  Augustine and Boethius still preside on its Board of 
Governors.  Chaucer and Dante still serve on its hospitality 
committee. Erasmus and Milton continue to enjoy their 
status as ex-officio alumni.  Those aspiring to self-actualization 
ask, òWhat do I love, what do I think, what do I want to 
do?ó Emulation asks, òWhat should I love, what should I 
think, and what are things worth doing?ó  And Augustine 
responds with, òGlad you askedéó 

Education is perpetuated by the very things that created knowledge 
in the first place:  òreason and conscious will.ó 

If things noble and honorable had any sort of organic 
nature to them, then by virtue of oneõs birth alone, the intel-
lectual and moral character of society would find its preser-
vation in conception. Education exists, however, because 
thoughts are not like kidneys and ethics find little help from 
the four nucleotides. Education takes over where binary fis-
sion leaves off, and it requires a deliberation that at times 
seems contrary to the constitution of the mindñor at least 
contrary to sin. Were Mirandolaõs words about man the 
whole story, òset midway between the timeless unchanging 
and the flux of time,ó then education would rely far less on 
failure in its effort to teach. Unfortunately, we wake from 
our slumber of sin wanting to stay in bed. We will have to be 
intentional and willful about education. Curiosity, the un-
questioned virtue of the modern era, has no direct challenge 
to sin or sloth. Fortitude, the unquestioned virtue of an era 
long since gone, latches onto a developmental freedom that 

acknowledges a standard, and repents of the chasm between. 
òEducation is not a practice which concerns the individual alone:  it 
is essentially a function of the community.ó 

Modern education would paint our children as islands in need 
of an oceanic expanse around themñocean enough to find 
themselves. The problem is that the Christian Church is the 
City of the Living God. Cities have customs, terms of citizen-
ship, initiation rites, and an overall character; and with Christ 
as our cornerstone, the center holds. A deliberate community 
(the Church), an educated citizenry (discipleship), and an en-
riching culture (worship)ñthese are the basic pieces toward 
which our purposeful paideia moves. It is this City for which 
the image of God is intended, the City shaped by the very 
God who shapes his image within us.   
 Thankfully, the Christian community is anything but 
pragmatic about all of this education. We honestly think that 
being a student is a calling, not just a means to an end. In fact, 
education is anything but pragmaticñthis a world filled with 
unbelievable mismanagement, destruction, poverty, wicked-
ness, and outright injustice, and we have the audacityñthe 
arroganceñto set aside the first part of oneõs life to study and 
to think. But we know our children, together, are a gift to the 
worldña society of cultivation, preservation, restoration, and 
inspiration. We know that our children are momentarily en-
trusted to our care, and so we briefly suspend the concerns of 
this world to give them time to just think about it. With the 
following words from Oliver OõDonovan we will remember 
the reason for this calling, for this emulation:  

A Christianity which will bear witness to Godõs Word 
in Jesus will be a speaking, thinking, arguing, debat-
ing Christianity, which will not be afraid to engage in 
intellectual and philosophical contest with the pre-
vailing dogmas of its day. RP 

 

ñThe very spring and root of honesty and virtue lie in good educa-

tion.ò              -Plutarch 

òA deliberate community (the 
Church), an educated citizenry 

(discipleship), and an enriching cul-
ture (worship)ñthese are the basic 
pieces toward which our purposeful 

paideia moves.ó 
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In the ninth chapter of Johnõs gospel, Jesus 
passes by a man blind from birth, begging at the 
temple.  This man had spent his life imprisoned by 
the helplessness and ignorance which darkness 
brings.  He could not work because he could not 
see where he was going or what he was doing.  He 
could not learn in the synagogue because he could 
not read.  It is likely he faced each day with a per-
spective of bitterness and anger. 

After seeing him, Jesus spat on 
the ground, creating clay.  Then, He 
anointed the manõs blind eyes with 
the clay.  In doing so, Jesus echoed 
Godõs initial creation of man: òAnd 
the Lord God formed man of the 
dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life, and man became a living be-
ingó (Genesis 2:7, NKJV).  After Jesus instructed 
the man to wash, he obeyed and was healed.  The 
gift of sight not only gave the blind man new 
physical life, but a new spiritual perspective as 
well. 

Paul reminds us that Jesus brings all of us 
this new life: òTherefore, if anyone is in Christ, he 
is a new creation; old things have passed away, be-
hold, all things have become newó (II Corinthians 
5:17).  How should we respond to this work of 
creation?  Paul continues, òNow then, we are am-
bassadors for Christó (II Corinthians 5:20a).  
Isaiah echoes this idea of becoming Godõs repre-
sentatives: òEveryone who is called by My name, 
whom I have created for My glory . . . are My wit-
nesses . . . that you may know and believe 
Meó (Isaiah 43: 7, 10). 

The Pharisees confronted the healed man 
and accused Jesus of sinning.  The man answered, 
òWhether He is a sinner or not I do not know.  
One thing I know: that though I was blind, now I 
seeó (John 9: 25).  How quickly the bind man be-
came a witness for Christ!  He could now recog-
nize Christõs work in his life because he was using 

the lens of joy and thanksgiving. 
 In the art classes at Providence Hall, we seek 
to see the world God has given us with new eyes.  We 
seek to understand how God put the world together, 
that we may recreate the beauty we see around us.  
We offer our small creations as witnesses of His great 
work.  òArt, as far as it is able, follows nature, as a pu-
pil imitates his master; thus your art must be, as it 

were, God's grandchildó (Dante 
Alighieri, Inferno).  All of our work in art 
class seeks to be a reflection of the 
good creation He gave to us. 
 But it is not only the physical 
which we seek to see.  Aristotle wrote, 
òThe aim of art is to represent not the 

outward appearance of things, but their inward sig-
nificance.ó  As Christians, we look for inward signifi-
cance by viewing our art and ourselves through the 
lens of Christ.  If we are trained to look for Him at 
work in our lives, we will be more able to respond to 
His transforming power.  Then, we can offer our lives 
as the ultimate witnesses to His glory.  The gift of 
sight is a valuable one, but the gift of seeing Godõs 
creative work in our lives is even more precious.  
These are the lessons 
we are seeking to 
learn at Providence 
Hall as we create and 
are being recreated 
each week.  Indeed, 
òAll things were cre-
ated through Him 
and for 
Himó  (Colossians 
1:17).  Our prayer is 
that we would be 
able to see His crea-
tive hands trans-
forming our lives to 
the likeness of 
Christ.  RP 

Elia Ball works on spelling and phon-
ics skills in her 2nd grade class. 

Aboveð Read Streller studies 
diligently in 6th grade history. 
 
Leftð Abby Folmar and Mrs. 
Mays show Abbyõs covered 
wagon she made after reading 
Little House on the Prairie in 2nd 
grade. 
 
Belowð  Adriana Parker loves 
her 3rd grade class! 

Aboveð Chase Weitzel (3rd grade), and Hunter Weit-
zel (5th grade) enjoy Grandparentsõ Day with their 
Grandpa Wilbur Weitzel. 

Shane Cutter enjoys learning art in 5th grade. 

òIn the art classes at 
Providence Hall, we seek 
to see the world God has 
given us with new eyes.ó   


