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Why Latin? 
by Kaye Wilson 

At Providence Hall, Latin is part of our 

core curriculum.  Students begin studying Latin in the 
third grade and continue its study up through the 
ninth grade.    On the surface, the study of a language 
which is no longer spoken would seem to be useless 
at best and a waste of time at worst.  When the study 
of Latin is mentioned, one can almost smell the musty 
pages of ancient texts, and hear the faint sound of 
Gregorian chant in the distance.  How could the study 
of such a fusty old language be of any value to any-
one?  Although perhaps not immediately apparent, 
the benefits of Latin study are manyñsome prag-
matic, some less easily defined but significant never-
theless.   

     First in the pragmatic category is the link 
between the study of Latin and student performance 
on standardized tests.  There is a significant connec-
tion between Latin and English, since over 50% of all 
English words have a Latin root. This connection 
with our own language gives students the wonderful 
advantage of enlarging their English vocabulary as 
well as giving them a very valuable tool in the ability 
to deduce the meaning of unfamiliar words based on 
their root and the context in which they are found.   
Roy Atwood, at the 2008 ACCS Conference in Aus-
tin, TX , stated that òLatin . . . performance demon-
strate(s) mental discipline . . . and is one of the most 
important predictors for success in college.ó  It un-
derscores the pragmatic value of Latin which tran-
scends the ability to read or 
speak it, but which is a direct-

Peace and Contentment 
Through Order by Kaye Wilson 

 One of my favorite things about my job is the privilege of sitting in on 

classes.  I usually spend a portion of each day going from class to class, getting a first-
hand picture of the learning process.  This morning I spent time in the 1st grade, 2nd 
grade and 3rd grade classes, as well as the 8th 
and 9th grade art class.  I wish you could have 
been there with me; I was filled with such a 
sense of joy and satisfaction that, as corny as it 
sounds, tears began to well up in my eyes. 
 When my children were very young, 
my husband and I made the decision to 
homeschool them; we wanted a rigorous, clas-
sical education for our children, presented in 
an environment where we could actively shape 
their attitudes and actions and instruct them 
overtly in the truths of the Bible.  There were 
no schools at that time that offered quite this 
mix.  This morning, going from class to class, I 
felt such a sense of joy and satisfaction because 
in every single classroom I saw happy, and peaceful children, completely content to be 
sitting quietly in rows, eagerly listening and responding to their teachers, who were com-
pletely in charge of their classrooms, leading the students, guiding them in dictation, 
memory work, and recitations, and actively engaged in teaching them Godõs word.   
 This peace and contentment comes from order and structure; students know 
exactly what is expected of them, they know how to learn and how to prepare for tests, and they know 
without a doubt that their teachers are actively involved in bringing about good things in their lives.   
 You may be able to find a school with more extras or a larger enrollment or a 
bigger facility, but you would be hard-pressed to find better teachers or a more positive 
learning environment! 
 One day these students will look back on these years and marvel at the blessed 

opportunity given them by you, their parents.  Thank you!  RP 

Providence Hall 
Classical Christian School 
1120 East Hefner Road 
Oklahoma City, OK 73131-1600 

 Born in ca. A.D. 296, St. Athanasius served to bolster the integrity of a church continuously barraged by heretics and 

schisms. During his tenure as Bishop of Alexandria, Athanasius studied the divinity of Christ and contributed a 
great deal to the early churchõs catechetical instruction. Around A.D. 330, he was driven into exile by the Bishop 
of Nicomedia for insisting that there could be no fellowship between the church and one who denied the divinity 
of Christ. Athanasius remained in exile for the rest of his life, preaching to those who would listen and writing 
extensively about the churchõs teaching on Christology. In ca. A.D. 373, the òGreatest Champion of Catholic 
Beliefó died surrounded by many other bishops, all mourning the death of such a steadfast, patient, and faithful 
man. 
 Providence Hall, being a classical Christian school, thrives not only on the examples of the ancients in 
their education, but draws upon the examples of the saints as well. St. Athanasius, through his perseverance in 
exile and diligence in preaching the truth, is for students a paramount illustration of how to approach their daily 
work. Rather than merely ògetting it over with,ó we should diligently complete our work, and, when faced with 
difficult tests, essays, or presentations, desire to go above and beyond the requirements.  
 On the crest of the House of St. Athanasius are two primary symbols: a chalice and an anchor. The 

chalice (upper left hand corner) is representative of Holy Communion, because Athanasius recognized that the Eucharist is central to Chris-
tian worship. An anchor was chosen to emphasize St. Athanasiusõ religious perseverance that is found not only in his life, but also in the perse-
verance of all the saints. 
 While the symbols convey important truths connected to the vision of St. Athanasius, the colors themselves also possess meaning. 
Maroon appears in the border and as the fill color of the objects, and was used in medieval heraldry to denote patience in battle or endurance. 
Black is found in the background of all four quadrants of the crest and signifies strength. Silver outlines the argyle pattern in the first and third 
quadrants and suggests integrity. 
 While it is quite satisfying to see and hear the vigorous support of the students of the House of Athanasius, it is essential that we 
remember the reason Athanasius has been chosen to shepherd us, albeit indirectly. Just as he called the church to Godõs standards, so should 
we, as students, pursue excellence.  (This article is the first in a series about the Houses of Providence Hall, written by the student-prefects of each House.) RP 
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A Day in the Life of  a Dialectic 
Student by Nathan Carr 

 A prayer that resonates in the ears 

of my students almost every day ends with 
the following sentence:  òBless all who teach 
and all who learn; and grant that in humility 
of heart they may ever look unto Thee, who 
art the fountain of all wisdom; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.ó 
 Itõs not just the fact that I never got 
to do itñitõs more than that.  Itõs not just 
the fact that Iõm overwhelmed with youthful 
zealñthough I am.  
The deep emotion that 
I have regarding our 
daily times of morning 
prayer come from a 
place yet deeper still; a 
place of hope in the 
soul that realizes God is 
still working His good 
pleasure and presence 
among us, and His 
place among the chil-
dren of this world may 
be His most exalted 
place yet.  òFor he is the Lord our God; and 
we are the people of his pasture, the sheep 
of his hand,ó they cry out each day.  òFor it 
is thou, Lord, only that makest us dwell in 
safety,ó they affirm in one accord. 
 After ten or twelve minutes of 
prayer, my own students then lumber over 
to class, weighted down with those things 
most worthy of this effortñbooks.  I doubt 
that the encumbrance on their backs will 
ever release them from an understanding of 

the great responsibility laid again before 
them in our school of dialecticñtoday we 
must shake hands afresh with the great 
minds carefully zipped inside.  I watch from 
the back of my caveñthe room/office I 
share with our secondary òlocker roomóñas 
Euclid is laid upon Newton is laid upon 
Austen is laid upon Shelley.  Each and every 
author has still greater things to teach us, so 
long as our humility of heart continues to 
look ever unto Christ. 

 The students 
make their way into 
the classroom and 
choose their place at 
the tableñyes, a table; 
tutor-like teachers 
would have the text 
and guided conversa-
tion be the form and 
substance of our class 
every bit as much as 
the teacherõs thoughts 
and commentary; 
therefore the deploy-

ment must facilitate the discourse.  So the 
students take their place at the table and 
remain standing as they await the call to 
faithful schoolwork that prayer alone can 
grant.  Only after the prayer do the students 
then take to their roundtable and open their 
text.   
 The schedule of the next forty-five 
minutes depends on the day.  For example, 
on Wednesdays, 
geometry always 
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Providence Hall is a classical 

Christian School whose mission is 

to assist parents by providing a 

challenging classical educational 

experience designed to help stu-

dents become learners for life in 

�W�K�H���O�L�J�K�W���R�I���*�R�G�¶�V���:�R�U�G�����W�R���U�H�F�R�J��
nize truth, beauty, and goodness 

according to Biblical standards; 

and to prepare them to live pur-

posefully and intelligently as ser-

vants of the Lord Jesus Christ for 

the benefit of man and the glory 

of God. 
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Explorer Poems by Providence Hall Fifth Graders 

The English Explorer 
 by Read Streller 

His silver helmet shines brightly in the sun. 
His eyes sharply examine the world around him. 
His deep and rusty voice commands orders. 
He has masterfully maneuvered his ship. 
His feet rapidly dash upon the shore that he has found. 
He remembers his dreams of youth. 
He wonders if the natives are friendly. 
He is an English Explorer. 

 

The European Explorer 
by Joel Ball 

 
His dark hair waves in the wind. 
His eyes dance with joy. 
His clear, deep voice shouts to his companions. 
His calloused hands quickly fall to touch the ground. 
He always dreams of discovering new lands. 
He remembers the thrilling feeling when the king funded 
him. 
He is a European Explorer. 

America 

by Olivia Agosta 
America, land of . . . 
Sunny, soft seashores, 
Misty, moist forests 
That invite you in. 
Rocky, foggy mountains 
Where the birds sing louder. 
Twinkling, cool rivers 
Where all the fish gather. 
Long, everlasting plains. 
America, land of . . . 
Daring, gallant people 
Who work hard every day. 
Robust, powerful people 
Who have grit in perilous times. 
People who come from many family trees who love free-

dom. 

Providence Hall Vision Night 
Friday, January 15th from 7:00-9:00 

Mark your calendars for Vision Night! Coffee and chocolate will be served, and you will have the 
opportunity to hear from members of  the Board of  Governors concerning the vision for Provi-
dence Hall.  In addition, we will be joined by special guest, Mr. Peter Baur of  Westminster 

Academy in Memphis, Tennessee.  Mr. Baur is Admissions Director at Westminster, and will 
share from experience what it takes to establish a thriving Rhetoric school and why it is vitally im-
portant to do so. We will also have the wonderful opportunity to hear a senior Rhetoric student 
from Westminster, Mr. Josh Moon, speak to us about his experience as a student.  You will not 

want to miss this event!  
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rear temples, they will crumble into dust; but if we work upon immortal minds, if we im-
bue them with principles, with just fear of God and love of our fellowmen, we engrave on 
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Daniel Webster 


