St. AthanasiuSoy Lauren Hill, Prefect of Athanasius House

Born in ca. A.D. 296, St. Athanasius served to bolster the integrity of a church continuously barraged by heretics and
schisms. During his tenure as Bishop of Alexandria, Athanasius studied the divinity of Christ and contributed a

great deal to the early churchoés catechetical i

of Christ. Athanasius remained in exile for the rest of his life, preaching to those who would listen and writing
extensively about the churchds teaching on
Belief6 died surrounded by many other bishops,
man.

Providence Hall, being a classical Christian school, thrives not only on the examples of the ancients j
their education, but draws upon the examples of the saints as well. St. Athanasius, through his perseverance
exile and diligence in preaching the truth, is for students a paramount illustration of how to approach their da|
wor k. Rather than merely o0getting it over with,®o6
difficult tests, essays, or presentations, desire to go above and beyond the requirements.

On the crest of the House of St. Athanasius are two primary symbols: a chalice and an anchor. The

chalice (upper left hand corner) is representative of Holy Communion, because Athanasius recognized that the Halctwa@siris-cen
tian worship. An anchor was chosen to emphasi ze $dsointAepbrsenasi u
verance of all the saints.

While the symbols convey important truths connected to the vision of St. Athanasius, the colors themselves alsongossess meani
Maroon appears in the border and as the fill color of the objects, and was used in medieval heraldry to denotdt(zateerce imdree.
Black is found in the background of all four quadrants of the crest and signifies strength. Silver outlines the ardiie firattand third
guadrants and suggests integrity.

While it is quite satisfying to see and hear the vigorous support of the students of the House of Athanasiustlibisvessential
remember the reason Athanasius has been chosen t oard,koeshoblé r d
we, as students, pursue excellefides article is the first in a series about the Houses of Providence Hall;prefetsnf trechtbiéise.)
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nstruction.
of Nicomedia for insisting that there could be no fellowship between the church and one who denied the divinity

Christology. |
al |

mour ni

The Official Newsletter of Providence Hall Classical Christian School

y Latin?

S persever an
y Kaye Wifson

At Providence Hall, Latin is part of our

core curriculum. Students begin studying Latin in th
third grade and continue its study up through the

ninthegradlee i n thé surfacel tiee Gttidy of a langua
which is no longer spoken would seem to be useles
at best and a waste of time at worst. When the stud

of Latin is mentioned, one can almost smell the musjy

pages of ancient texts, and hear the faint sound of
Gregorian chant in the distance. How could the stud
of such a fusty old language be of any value to any-
one? Although perhaps not immediately apparent,
the benefits of Latin study are nfaspme prag-

matic, some less easily defined but significant never,
theless.

First in the pragmatic category is the link
between the study of Latin and student performance
on standardized tests. There is a significant connec
tion between Latin and English, since over 50% of a
English words have a Latin root. This connection
with our own language gives students the wonderful
advantage of enlarging their English vocabulary as
well as giving them a very valuable tool in the ability
to deduce the meaning of unfamiliar words based o
their root and the context in which they are found.
Roy Atwood, at the 2008 ACCS Conference in Aus-
tin, TX , stated that 0
strate(s) mental discipline . . . and is one of the most
i mportant predictors fo
derscores the pragmatic value of Latin which tran-
scends the ability to read or
speak it, but which is a direcEontinued on pg. 3

Peace and Contentment
te that is_ found not only in his |ifjle, bt
Through Order by Kaye Wilson
Oneof my favorite things about my job is the privilege of sitting in on
classes. | usually spend a portion of each day going from class to class, getting a first
st anc

andgpisture, of thedegmingr@cess.h Tis raomnmg lspent tmte#rg@déd% s
grade andr8grade classes, as well astthe § )
and 9 grade art class. | wish you could h3
been there with me; | was filled with such §
sense of joy and satisfaction that, as corny
ysounds tears began to well up in my eyes
When my children were very youn
my husband and | made the decision to
homeschool them; we wanted a rigorous,
sical education for our children, presented
an environment where we could actively sP
their attitudes and actions and instruct they "
overtly in the truths of the Bible. There we
no schools at that time that offered quite t
mix. This morning, going from class to cla
felt sucla sense of joy and satisfaction because

learning environment!

opportunity given them by you, their parents. ThankRBu!

oé for Godaods
Remar kabl e

gl ory
Provi de

t he
be

and t

nces

good of
recorded

posterity, i
and

biggey fadility, by you would e hﬁrelésgdeto figd betteriteaghgys.or a more pogtive

publ i shed.

on,

[
0

fi Increase Mather, 17th century journalist, historian, Puritan divine, and president of Harvard College

in every single classroom | saw happy, and peaceful children, completely contgnt to be
sitting quietly in rowsagerigtening and responding to their teachers, who were fom-
pletely in charge of their classrooms, leading the students, guiding them in dicthti

memory work, and recitations, and afctive
This peace and contentment comes from order and structurgindents kijow

exactly what is expected of them, they know how to learn and how to prepare fpr tests, ar

| Withqutp doubt that their geachers gmeopetisiahringing abaig good things in thdir lives.
You may be able 'to find a school with more extras or a larger enrollmeft or a

One day these students will look back on these years and marvel at thg blessed

S
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A Day in the Life of a Dialectic
StUdeﬂtby Nathan Carr

Providence Hall is a classical

Christian School whose mission is

to assist parents by providing a
challenging classical educational
experience designed to help stu-

dents become learners for life in

the |Iight of Godods
nize truth, beauty, and goodness
according to Biblical standards;

and to prepare them to live pur-

A . the great responsibility laid again before

prayer that resonates in the €ars yhem in our school of dialedtitoday we

of my students almost every day ends with - must shake hands afresh with the great

tWer @pltowiagogent engifdscarefllf 2ippedl fside.! | watch flotn t €
and all who learn; and grant that in humility - the back of my cafiethe room/office |

of heart they may ever look unto Thee,who s hare with our sfeasonda

art the fountain of all wisdom; through Jesus Eyclid is laid upon Newton is laid upon

posefully and intelligently as ser- Christ our Lord. Ame Austéhis laid upon Shelley. Each and every
vants of the Lord Jesus Christ for l'tds not just theutHorthaststll fréatetthings tdt€avh&id, sod O t
the benefit of man and the glory todoifii t s more than t fpagtasour hbniili§y 6f hedrcontidués $ot

of God. the fact that | 3dm ovVvpdkwBredtdhrst, Wi t h yout hfu

zeaf though | am.
The deep emotion tha
| have regarding our B
daily times of morningkss
prayer come from a

place yet deeper still;
place of hope in the

soul that realizes God

still working His good [
pleasure and presencly,
among us, and His
place among the chil-»
dren of this world ma;

be His most exalted . therefore the dep|oy_
place yet. 0For he pentniudl fcilitate theldis@ude. Jo e ;
we are the people of his pasture, the sheep students take their place at the table and
of his hand, 6 they cfleMain@tinbing@fitel anditthe calltoO For
is thou, Lord, only that makest us dwellin  fajthful schoolwork that prayer alone can
safety, 6 they affir mgdnhh OflymRer tReGr@yerdd the students

After ten or twelve minutes of then take to their roundtable and open their
prayer, my own students then lumber over text.

to class, weighted down with those things
most worthy of this effdit books. | doubt  minutes depends on the day. For example,
that the encumbrance on their backs will on Wednesdays,
ever release them from an understanding of geometry always

The students
make their way into
the classroom and
] choose their place at

the tablé@ yes, a table;
tutor-like teachers
would have the text
and guided conversa-
tion be the form and
substance of our class
every bit as much as
the teacher os
and commentary;
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Explorer Poems by Providence Hall Fifth Graders

cover America

by Olivia Agosta

R America, land of . .
Sunny, soft seashores,

Misty, moist forests

That invite you in.

Rocky, foggy mountains

Where the birds sing louder.

Twinkling, cool rivers

Where all the fish gather.

Long, everlasting plains.

America, land of . . .

Daring, gallant people

Who work hard every day.

Robust, powerful people

Who have grit in perilous times.

People who come from many family trees who love free-

dom.

s s
s 7z oz
//////////

A

s 7

He remembers his dreams of youth.
He wonders if the natives are friendly.
He is an English Explorer.

The European Explorer
by Joel Ball

3¢ N His dark hair waves in the wind.

dHis£y§s dance with joy. | .

His clear, deep voice shouts to his companions.

His calloused hands quickly fall to touch the ground.
He always dreams of discovering new lands.

He remembers the thrilling feeling when the king funded
him.

He is a European Explorer.

ry

Al f we work upon marbl e, It owi || peri s
rear temples, they will crumble into dust; but if we work upon immortal minds, if we im-
bue them with principles, with just fear of God and love of our fellowmen, we engrave o
those tablets something that wi
Daniel Webster

thodght s

nd Providence Hall Vision Night
Friday, January 1% from 7:069:00
Mark your calendars for Vision Night! Coffee and chocolate will be served, and you will have tt
opportunity to hear from members of the Board of Governors concerning the vision fof Provi-
dence Hall. In addition, we will be joinedpgmscial guest, Mr. Peter Baur of Westminster
Academy in Memphis, TennesseeMr. Baur is Admissions Director at Westminster, and
share from experience what it takes to establish a thriving Rhetoric school and why it isjvitally i
portant to do so. We will also have the wonderful opportunity to hear a senior Rhetoric|student

from WestminsteMr. Josh Moon speak to us about his experience as a student. You will not

want to miss this event!

it

fwill
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Providence Hall in Pictures

Sam Futrell is all smiles during a magh
lesson in kindergarten.

Mr. Wilkerson brings his daughter Maura to school.

Above Caitlyn Ball enjoys the
Greek feast after-enacting
the Olympics.

Leftd Jesse Kate Noland
smiles during class.

Belowd Zachary Alford, Bodhi
Barnett, and Hunter Weitzel
enjoy eating lunch together.

Fall 2009

What Do Parents Love About Providence Hall?

Paige Henderson | love that Providence Hall teaches our stu- last few weeks, we have come to feel even better about our decision.

dents that gaining knowledge and understanding is not for themWe have had a good feeling about all of the PH people that we've

selves, but to glorify the Lorblove that Providence Hall has met, and we look forward to getting to know them better still.

such high expectations from the students and teaches the curricu-

lum in such a creative and consistent way that the children are

able to meet these high expectatibbglieve in the curriculum Brooke Britt- There are so many things that we enjoy about Provi-

at Providence Hall so strongly as one rich in Biblical and historigence Hall, including the structure, the Christian atmosphere, the car-

ﬁl tT?ChI'”%S' beial:tt_]'ﬂf[lt'”dthef ar;s,dan? st;ogg |ndthe fu&dal‘lme_lrl"ing teachers, and the curriculive have made great friends at PH

tiaséureghlfsis,r':i);l? I):aadaersoo?t){)?nirl;d%nslzyol cgg?g‘vinggenaa W and friendships that continue to grow daily.children get up every .

student at Providence Hall! day ready to go to school and they are proud of what they are learning
- we see it in their everyday liviésl also holds us to a higher stan-

Aaron Taylor We have continued to be impressed with the dard, which has also been good for our faMily trust and believe
things that first attracted us to Providence Hall, but as our daugin God and know that this is where we need to be right now.

ter has begun her education there we have been pleased to see

that not only is she learning at an incredible rate, but her overallSandra Olsen It is exciting to observe the older students at Provi-
behavior at home has improved as well. She seems more matugfynce Hall, to see the impact their education is having, and to know

more polite. And it's no wonder! As we have started getting to . L . :
r children are en in thi ional experience.
know the faculty, staff, and other parents at PH better over the that our children are engaged in this educational experience

A Day in the Life continued from page 2

begins with one of my students at the whiteboard demonstratingtnd dip biscotti, Herbert or Wilde or Poe is recited to the group as we

the next proposition in our Euclidean edifice. -hjréne she sit encircled on couches and wing ¢ k s . ltds just en
outlines the snailaced sequence of one inference after another, break to thrust us into our last two hours of class with vitality.

carefully maintaining her accompanying sketch and referencing a Well, from a warm tea over Robert Frost we spring forward
number of previous propositions that have direct bearingupon € @ ¢ h  d ay iPrircipfa aNeapattatahe dexible minds of

our present concern. At this rate, she will personally present  eighth and ninth graders do quite well. Arranged much in the same

around forty original proofs by the end of the year; nottomen- way as Eucl i d, Newtonds magnum op!
tion her completion of the traditional textbook alongside. Asshenent t o the way in which ologicbé
returns to her seat, we all hover over a few problems fromDr. t he cl ass as | isted on transcript:
Jacobs for the application of our ffeund truth. have the traditional textbook to match, but just because ships might

In the same way that our own Scriptures span from the require anchors, it would be rather unusual for a skipper to employ
first things to the very last things, Christians the majority of his orders in addressing the
have always had a certain preoccupationO . . . [ [/ O M Wa r 7 conbta@ sgpervigdnlsf @ Wimuctkhe b e r ¢

with viewing beginnings and endings as ; same way, while we use the namesake text
spiritual things. This is exactly why we beéicr{OSI. we spring forward eaChfm each of its intended purposes, | have

and end each class in prayer. Notonlydo @ & Y [ 0 Ne wit O rséen thhe /[dancck o h & be s

we mark the whole of history with Him who Newton can bring, an energy that pushes

spoke the worlds into being and Him who finally comes to judge through the scales as t|

the quick and the dead:; not only do we mark our own calendar celestial hill. Packaged Newitdsewton as told through the overly

years with annual considerations of Him who took on flesh in a simplified (and therefore ovealyered) words of another textbook is

manger and Him who then bore our sins in thasagie body; but a dry crust of bread.

we also mark our days with prayer at the first, and we flank either The day ends in song. So does eternity. The last fifteen

side of our study with a bowing of the head before Him who is minutes of our day are not under the dominion of cleaning, packing,

the fountain of all wisdom. organizing, and getting out that door; they are now spent in the sing-
When science finally c¢omédngofspiritug songsand hkymns.nThe dayehasdedieodseadsd o ur

8th and 9th grade ladies have just finished up an hour and a hathat exercise the full array of a transcendent universe. Our studies

of literature, history, and theology. We punctuate the two class&®W have a full association with something other than themselves, for

with a teaminute teatinfed c o | | o qui u mih wkick wte blessing upon those who learn is in drinking deeply of that Heav-

a student reads a poem to the rest of the group. As we sip tea enly fount of Wisdom poured out on the people of G&d.
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