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òé for Godõs glory and the good of posterity, it is necessary that utmost care shall be taken that all and only  
Remarkable Providences be recorded and published.ó 

ñ Increase Mather, 17th century journalist, historian, Puritan divine, and president of Harvard College  
 

Graduation Speech by Kaye Wilson, Head of  School 

 I t is a very great pleasure to be here this evening on such a special occasion!  We are here to celebrate the accom-

plishments of seven students, and to acknowledge their passage into a new stage of their education.  Itõs very important that 
we do this, and that we do it in a particular wayña somewhat formal and solemn way, to indicate that we take both the ac-
complishments of these students and the transition they are making very seriously.  As Abraham Lincoln would say, òIt is 
altogether fitting and proper that we do this.ó  
 This is one of the reasons we are engaged in classical Christian education.  
Itõs because there are things which are worthy of our attention and recognition-- 
valuable events, ideas, feasts, traditions, doctrines--that are more important than our 
momentary inconvenience or the time, expense and effort that go into making them 
happen.  We need to know what things are òfitting and properó and practice doing 
them so that things of genuine value are not lost.  We have an obligation to preserve 
the knowledge of those who came before us lest we fall into thinking that this mo-
ment is all thatõs important. 
 A Christian education begins with the understanding that we are creatures,--
we are not our own, we were created by God to carry His image into a fallen world.  
The fact that we are ourselves fallen makes it easy to justify doing only those things 
which we find personally satisfying, while neglecting that which is genuinely good 
and worthwhile (not just fun) genuinely beautiful (not just eye-catching or fashion-
able) and genuinely true (not just factually interesting, like People magazine). 
 Students, whether you are aware of it or not, the goal of your teachers and 
my  goal as your Head of School is to call you up from the mundane, the entertain-
ing, and the superficial and to challenge you to think big thoughts, to ponder noble 
ideas and to wrestle with difficult realities.  Part of the way we do this is through our ceremonies, our liturgy, our traditions, 
our uniforms, our protocol, the things we choose to observe and the way we observe them.  As we participate in the out-
ward and physical displays of reverence and respect that are part of occasions such as this one, our understanding of what is 
worth our reverence and respect is cultivated.  As we learn to conform outwardly to a protocol, we gain freedom from the 
tyranny of our own preferences.  Iõve often told the story of my fatherõs insistence that there is candy 
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      As many of you may know, a few weeks ago the Providence Hall faculty headed off to North Carolina for the annual 

conference of the Association of Christian & Classical Schools, of which Providence Hall is a member. The conference con-

sists of two and a half days of workshops and lectures on classical Christian education, vendorsô tables filled to overflowing 

with books and resources, and all the coffee we could drink. 

       We were delighted to have British evangelical author and social critic, Os Guinness, as the keynote speaker. Dr. Guin-

ness spoke twice, once on the subject of calling or vocation, and again on the subject of the conditions for a free society, 

stimulating much discussion among the faculty. 

       Other plenary speakers were George Grant of Franklin Classical School in TN, Matt Whitling of Logos School in Mos-

cow, ID, and Douglas Wilson of Christ Church in Moscow, ID, all of whom are referred to in the conference welcome letter 

as ñour traditional plenary speakers.ò All three challenged and stimulated us, as evidenced by the discussions among the PH 

faculty at lunch and dinner each day. Many of the workshop speakers were faculty from the nearby Cary Christian Schoolð

which hosted a barbecue dinner and open house that several of us Providence Hall folks were able to attendðand seemed to 

present a good overall blend of the practical and theoretical.  

       For example, one workshop that I attended, by the Cary Christian School Latin teacher, Joan Middleton, offered count-

less practical suggestions for the teaching of Latin at the elementary level, from games and chants to books and charts. An-

other talk, by Nathan Wilson of New St Andrews College, dealt with the influence of story on worldview and morality, and 

urged us to focus on training in discernment and critical faculties as we teach young people the great literature and drama of 

Western civilization. 

       I have twice mentioned the discussions among our faculty. These involved two of the most enjoyable aspects of the con-

ference for me, quite apart from the tangible knowledge, inspiration, and resources we gained. First of all, we were able to 

think aloud together about what we did or didnôt like and any points of uncertainty about or divergence from the models and 

ideas with which we were presented. Second, we were just able to bond and enjoy each other as friends and colleagues, lay-

ing a firm personal basis for collaboration over the next year as we turn to the task of teaching some wonderful children. RP 
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Sarah Baskerville & Susie Wilson celebrate  
their graduation. 

Continued on pg 3 
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I Believeé.. by Lynne Doe, PH Development Director 

 òI believeé.ó I have been 
thinking a great deal about that 
phrase lately. What is it that I be-
lieve in exactly? The Apostlesõ 
Creed gives me a number of an-
swers, all of which are true. òI be-
lieve in God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earthé.ó My 
core religious beliefs are summed 
up in that one document. But in 
what else do I believe? 
 I certainly and emphatically 
believe that 
Providence 
Hall is the 
best place to 
educate my 
children. I 
believe God 
has blessed 
Providence Hall with a faculty 
committed to excellence and dedi-
cated to creating lifelong learners 
in their precious charges. The 
longer I am associated with Provi-
dence Hall, the more confidence I 
have in its mission and leaders. I 
believe that God has great things in 
store for Providence Hall and that 
He has our ordained our Board 
and administration to carry out His 
will.   
 Thus, òBELIEVEó is the 

theme of the very first Annual 
Fund for our school. The impor-
tance of believing in, and donating 
to, our school cannot be over-
stated. To provide the quality of 
education to which we are called 
requires those who are willing and 
able to contribute to the Annual 
Fund to do so. Currently, tuition 
alone covers only 37% of our oper-
ating budget. As we continue to 
grow, this percentage will rise, but 

until then the differ-
ence must be made 
up through the gen-
erosity of those 
committed to Provi-
dence Hall and its 
mission.  
 In order to 

keep tuition costs down, maintain 
small class sizes, attract out-
standing faculty, and to strategically 
plan for the future of Providence 
Hall, we need you to support the 
Annual Fund. You will soon be 
receiving  an appeal for you to do-
nate to the Annual Fund. Gifts of 
any size help Providence Hall reach 
its highest aspirations for its stu-
dents. Please begin praying as you 
consider your contribution to the 
Annual Fund. 
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Providence Hall is a classical 

Christian School whose mission is 

to assist parents by providing a 

challenging classical educational 

experience designed to help stu-

dents become learners for life in 

the light of Godôs Word; to recog-

nize truth, beauty, and goodness 

according to Biblical standards; 

and to prepare them to live pur-

posefully and intelligently as ser-

vants of the Lord Jesus Christ for 

the benefit of man and the glory 

of God. 
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In the Fulness of  Time Pt. 2: Greek Mythology: Homer & Hesiod by Rhea Bright, 

PH Latin & Omnibus Instructor  

 In the introductory article in this series, I suggested 
that in addition to Judaism, both Hellenic/Hellenistic culture 
and Roman culture played a role in the development and 
spread of the Christian religion, and consequently a Christian 
education should include the study of these ancient cultures as 
well as the study of the history and scriptures of the Jews. 
 In this second installment, I am going to begin look-
ing at the ancient Greeks ð the Hellenes, as they called them-
selves ð starting with Greek religion and mythology.  Greek-
speaking Indo-European tribes did not move into what we 
now call Greece until near the end of the second millennium 
B.C.  Compared to the Mesopotamians and the Hebrews, 
therefore, Greek culture was very late developing. There was 
no written Greek literature until the 8th century B.C. ð long 
after the Torah: about the time that the 
prophets began appearing in Israel and 
Judah. What we know about early 
Greek religion comes from two poets 
from the 8th century B.C., whose works 
were passed on orally before being 
written down:  Homer, the author of 
the epic poems the Iliad and the Odys-
sey, and Hesiod, whose Theogony sys-
tematized the Greeks myths.  Hesiod 
records the myths, and Homer provides the moral and ethical 
significance of the myths. 
 Ancient peoples in general (excepting Abraham and 
his descendents) had mythopoeic imaginations.  They saw the 
natural world as filled with real, living powers ð the sky, the 
wind, the earth, the sea, the rivers, the storm, the lightning, and 
so on ð and they imagined that those powers had personalities, 
so they gave them names and told stories about them in order 
to explain why things are the way they are.  Because these 
myths are products of centuries of imagination, their origin 
cannot be traced; nor are they either static or logical ð they 
change over time and from place to place, and they often con-
tradict one another.  For the mythopoeic mind, literal truth 
was of no interest.  Myth is a way of explaining the unexplain-
able. The òtruthó of myth to ancient peoples had nothing to 
do with literal or historical fact, and everything to do with un-
derstanding the divine workings of the universe. The poets 
acted as inspired mediators ð revealing the truth about the 
gods to man, as the gods gave them inspiration, according to 
the beliefs of their culture. 
 Genesis tells us that Abraham òwent forth . . . from 
[the Sumerian city of] Ur of the Chaldeesó.  The polytheisms 
of the Sumerians, Akkadians, Assyrians, Canaanites, and so on, 
were nature religions ð fertility cults ð in which the world was 
thought to be governed by the unpredictable and often de-
structive powers of nature, leaving man helplessly seeking ways 

to appease these irrational divine beings.  Unlike the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, these gods were neither good nor 
just.  Ancient Greek religion, on the other hand, was a very dif-
ferent sort of polytheism.  In the Greek myths, as recorded by 
Hesiod, those irrational, arbitrary, and unpredictable nature 
powers, represented by the Titans: Uranus, Gaia, Kronos, Rhea, 
and so on, were overcome and subdued and imprisoned in the 
earth by Zeus and his brothers and sisters and their offspring in 
the cosmic battle known as the Gigantomachy. These younger 
gods, now ruling the cosmos from Mt Olympus, are known as 
the Olympians. 
 What does this victory of the Olympians signify? Zeus 
and Hera, Athena and Apollo, Aphrodite and Ares, and all the 
other Olympian gods are not nature powers.  Homer describes 

the Olympian gods as representing what we 
might call rational reality: greater and 
stronger than nature, able to control the 
natural and irrational. Reason subdues and 
limits and controls nature. For example, 
Zeus is the arbiter of justice (with executive 
rather than legislative power);  Hera pro-
tects women and the institution of mar-
riage, which often brings her into conflict 
with Aphrodite, the goddess of romantic 

and erotic love; Athena is the goddess of reason, who presides 
over the political process of rational debate; and so on. The 
gods, taken separately, represent the various aspects of human 
and rational life, and, in the mythological tradition, they do so as 
individuals with personalities that can conflict with one another.  
But as immortal gods, taken together as a whole, they represent 
a good, true, and just order that cannot be overcome or de-
stroyed. The divine life of the gods holds the various parts in a 
balance and harmony that constitutes the divine justice. No in-
dividual god can, in the end, upset that balance or go against the 
good of the whole order.  The gods are subject to this order, 
which the Greeks understood to be good and just and funda-
mentally rational. Mortal man cannot destroy that divine and 
immortal order either, but he can and does rebel against it, to 
his detriment.  Human suffering and unhappiness is a result of 
manõs failure to recognize his limitations, a failure to imitate the 
divine life of the gods, a failure to will the proper balance of the 
universe. 
 The ancient Greeks, then, had a worldview more like 
the Israelites than the Mesopotamians in this respect: they be-
lieved that the universe was inherently good and just, and was 
ruled according to rational principles.  And they believed that 
human suffering was a consequence of manõs failure to conform 
his will to the divine will. The Greek tragedians developed this 
theme, particularly in relation to the idea of balance, and so we 
will look at them next time. RP 

òMortal man cannot de-
stroy that divine and im-
mortal order either, but he 
can and does rebel against 
it, to his detriment.ó  


