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Because the upper school of Providence Hall adopts an intensive and accelerated approach, it is difficult for students who have not graduated from the Providence Hall grammar school to succeed.  For this reason, all students applying for enrollment at the secondary level are required to take the providence Hall upper school placement test, which will be administered by members of the upper school faculty.  If a student is deemed ready for the PH dialectic school in all areas except Latin and/or Logic, he or she will be required to successfully complete a summer Latin or Logic intensive at a cost of $300.
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Graduation Requirements
The Providence Hall graduation requirements in this manual cover Grades 7 – 9. Listed below are the specific courses necessary for graduation.

1. Classical Language

a. Latin I

b. Latin II

c. Latin III

2.  Logic & Rhetoric

a. Logic I (Formal Logic)

b. Logic II (Arguments and Informal Fallacies)

c. Pre-Rhetoric 

3. Math

a. Algebra I

b. Geometry

c. Algebra II

4. Omnibus

a. Omnibus I (Ancient Period—Cycle I)

b. English Practicum

c. Omnibus II (Medieval Period—Cycle I)

d. Omnibus III (Modern Period—Cycle I)

5. Science

a. Life Science

b. Earth and Space Science

c. Physical Science

Classical Language
Purpose Statement

Students study classical languages for a number of reasons. The study of classical languages helps students to serve God and appreciate the wisdom of their forefathers. It does so in the most obvious manner by allowing them to read the New Testament, the writings of the Church Fathers and the great works of antiquity in the original language. It also enables students to access much of the untranslated literature of the ancient and medieval world. The study of classical languages greatly aids students in mastering the English language. Many English words derive from the classical languages. Additionally, the precision of inflected languages such as Latin and Greek helps students to understand English grammar in greater depth. Latin, in particular, also allows students to learn modern foreign languages quickly. Overall, the ability to understand and analyze language is closely tied to the ability to think critically and analytically in all areas of study.

Prerequisites:

Students must either have been promoted from Grade 6 at Providence Hall or have successfully completed the secondary school placement exam to begin study in the secondary school.

Graduation Requirements:

In order to graduate from the Providence Hall School of Dialectic a student must pass:

A. Latin I

B. Latin II

C. Latin III

LATIN I

Latin I uses Henle Latin First Year to focus on a mastery of Latin grammar, designed to prepare the student to read Caesar’s War of the Gauls  and passages from the Vulgate in Latin II.

A. Primary texts and materials

1. Student materials

a. Henle Latin First Year, Robert J. Henle
b. Henle Latin Grammar 
c. Lingua Biblica I, Martin Cothran 
d. Cassel’s Latin English Dictionary (optional)
e. Other teacher-selected readings

2. Teacher materials

a. All student materials

b. Henle Latin First Year Answer Key
c. Linqua Biblica I Teacher Manual
B. Prerequisites—Successful completion of Providence Hall Grade 6 Latin, or its equivalent.

C. Primary goals—the student will be able to:

1. Use Classical and Ecclesiastical Latin pronunciation correctly.

2. Read Latin and discuss the religious, political and moral implications of the text.

3. Translate, form and parse all verbs, nouns, pronouns (personal, relative and demonstrative), adjectives, adverbs and prepositions.
4. Translate sentences and passages from Latin texts into English and vice versa.

5. Keep his focus on the text as literature and not simply as a translation exercise.

D. Integrative goals—the student will be able to:

1. Understand formal logical arguments in Latin selections from the Vulgate and classical literature.

2. Argue biblically and logically for or against interpretations or misinterpretations of the text.

3. Give simple explanations of various texts showing how the grammar and syntax illuminate the meaning of the passage.

E. Primary objectives—the student will have substantial understanding of:

1. Latin grammar and syntax: translating, forming and parsing all verbs, nouns, pronouns (personal, relative and demonstrative), adjectives, adverbs and prepositions. 

2. Translating sentences and passages from Latin texts into English and vice versa.

3. Latin vocabulary, being able to translate over 1,500 words and recognize their corresponding derivatives.

4. Classical and ecclesiastical pronunciation of Latin letters and words.

F. Primary teaching methods

1. Group instruction and reading

2. Socratic interaction

3. Chanting, singing and writing Latin paradigms, passages, phonemes and vocabulary

4. Contextualizing the study of Latin by means of integration with art, mythology, history, philosophy and science

5. Making drawings, playing games and writing stories pertinent to material covered

Approximate time per week—Four classes a week, 50 minutes a class and approximately 30 minutes of homework per class period 

G. LATIN II
Latin II continues grammar mastery, but then moves on to reading the Latin text of Caesar’s War of the Gauls, as well as selections from the New Testament as found in Henle Latin Second Year.

A. Primary texts and materials

1. Student materials

a. Henle Latin First Year, Robert J. Henle
b. Henle Latin Grammar 
c. Henle Latin Second Year
d. Cassel’s Latin English Dictionary (optional)
e. Other teacher-selected readings

2. Teacher materials

a. All student materials

b. Henle Latin First Year Answer Key
c. Henle Latin Second Year Answer Key
B. Prerequisites—Successful completion of Latin I or a passing grade on Latin I proficiency test

C. Primary goals—the student will be able to:

1. Use Classical and Ecclesiastical Latin pronunciation correctly.

2. Read Latin and discuss the religious, political and moral implications of the text.

3. Translate, form and parse all verbs, nouns, pronouns (personal, relative and demonstrative), adjectives, adverbs and prepositions.
4. Translate sentences and passages from original Roman texts into English and vice versa.

5. Keep his focus on the text as literature and not simply as a translation exercise.

D. Integrative goals—the student will be able to:

1. Understand formal logical arguments in Latin selections from the Vulgate and classical literature.

2. Argue biblically and logically for or against interpretations or misinterpretations of the text.

3. Give simple explanations of various texts showing how the grammar and syntax illuminate the meaning of the passage.

E. Primary objectives—the student will have substantial understanding of:

1. Selections from Caesar and other Latin texts when read.

2. Latin grammar and syntax: translating, forming and parsing all verbs, nouns, pronouns (personal, relative and demonstrative), adjectives, adverbs and prepositions. 

3. Translating sentences and passages from original Roman texts into English and vice versa.

4. Latin vocabulary, being able to translate over 1,500 words and recognize their corresponding derivatives.

5. Classical and ecclesiastical pronunciation of Latin letters and words.

F. Primary teaching methods

1. Group instruction and reading

2. Socratic interaction

3. Chanting, singing and writing Latin paradigms, passages, phonemes and vocabulary

4. Contextualizing the study of Latin by means of integration with art, mythology, history, philosophy and science

G. Approximate time per week—Four classes a week, 50 minutes a class and approximately 30  minutes of homework per class period

LATIN III

Latin III advances to the study of Roman politics and law, through the reading of some of the orations of Cicero, and includes readings from the early centuries of Christianity in Henle Latin Third Year.  Proficient students will also have opportunity to begin reading Virgil’s Aeneid in Henle Latin Fourth Year.
A. Primary texts and materials

1. Student materials

a. Henle Latin Third Year

b. Henle Latin Fourth Year

c. Henle Latin Grammar 
d. Cassel’s Latin English Dictionary 
e. Other teacher-selected readings

B. Teacher materials

a. All student materials

b. Henle Latin Third Year Answer Key
c. Henle Latin Fourth Year Answer Key
C. Prerequisites—Successful completion of Latin II.

D. Primary goals—the student will be able to:

1. Use Classical and Ecclesiastical pronunciation correctly.

2. Read Latin and discuss the religious, political and moral implications of the texts.

3. Translate, form and parse all verbs, nouns, pronouns (personal, relative and demonstrative), adjectives, adverbs and prepositions.
4. Translate sentences and passages from original Roman texts into English and vice versa.

5. Keep his focus on the text as literature and not simply as a translation exercise.

E. Integrative goals—the student will be able to:

1. Recognize diverse elements of rhetoric in Cicero’s Orations.

2. Understand formal logical arguments in Cicero’s Orations.

3. Recognize typical poetic devises, such as the use of meter, in Virgil’s Aeneid.

4. Argue biblically and logically for or against interpretations or misinterpretations of the texts.

5. Give simple explanations of various texts showing how the grammar and syntax illuminate the meaning of the passage.

F. Primary objectives—the student will have substantial understanding of:

1. The influence of the Roman Republic and Roman Law on subsequent western history, such as the English Constitution, the French Revolution, and the formation of American government.

2. The importance of oratory (including rhetorical styles and dialectical argument) in ancient Rome, and consequently in the public realm in general.

3. The influence of Roman poetry on the development of western poetry.

4. The influence on western culture of the Roman ideas about the role of the state, and the primary virtues of the soul, as expressed by Virgil.

5. Latin grammar and syntax: translating, forming and parsing all verbs, nouns, pronouns (personal, relative and demonstrative), adjectives, adverbs and prepositions. 

6. Translating sentences and passages from original Roman texts into English and vice versa.

7. Latin vocabulary, being able to translate over 1,500 words and recognize their corresponding derivatives.

8. Classical and ecclesiastical pronunciation of Latin letters and words.

G. Primary teaching methods

1. Group instruction and reading

2. Socratic interaction

3. Chanting, singing and writing Latin paradigms, passages, phonemes and vocabulary

4. Contextualizing the study of Latin by means of integration with art, mythology, history, philosophy and science

H. Approximate time per week—Four classes a week, 50 minutes a class and approximately 30 minutes of homework per class period
Logic
Purpose Statement

The paradigm disciplines of the secondary school years are logic and rhetoric. The following purpose statement explains why these disciplines are taught at Providence Hall.

Logic is the art of thinking rightly. The study of logic trains and sharpens reason. Both formal logic, the study of syllogism and propositions, and informal logic, the study of the informal fallacies, are taught because thinking clearly and reasoning well aids students in the worship and glorification of God who is Logic Himself. Teaching logic is teaching thinking.

Prerequisites:

Students must either have been promoted from Grade 6 at Providence Hall or must have successfully completed the secondary school placement exam to begin study in the secondary school.

Graduation Requirements:

In order to graduate from the Providence Hall School of Dialectic a student must pass:

A. Logic I (Formal Logic)

B. Logic II (Arguments and Informal Fallacies)

C. Pre-Rhetoric

LOGIC I
Formal Logic
A. Primary texts and materials

1. Student materials

a. Introductory Logic, Doug Wilson

b. Intermediate Logic, Jim Nance

2. Teacher materials

a. Introductory Logic Answer Key, Doug Wilson

b. Introductory Logic Tests, Doug Wilson

c. Introductory Logic Teacher Training Videos, Jim Nance

d. Intermediate Logic Answer Key, Jim Nance

e. Intermediate Logic Tests, Jim Nance

f. Intermediate Logic Teacher Training Videos, Jim Nance

g. Logic, Watts

B. Prerequisites—None

C. Primary goals—the student will be able to:

1. Analyze categorical and propositional arguments.

2. Take simple arguments in normal English and turn them into syllogisms and propositions.

3. Judge the validity and soundness of the syllogisms or propositions of an argument once it has been translated from normal English into symbolic form.

4. Recognize logic as being an attribute of God.

D. Integrative goals—the student will be able to:

1. Use logic skills in other courses to construct arguments correctly in written exercises, discussions, and debates.

2. Use deductive logic in the experimental sciences.

3. Think more clearly and decisively.

E. Primary objectives—the student will have a substantial understanding of:

1. Statements and their relationships

2. Constructing and testing the validity of syllogisms

3. Various types of arguments in normal English

4. Informal fallacies

5. The purposes and types of definitions

6. Truth tables to check the validity of a propositional argument

7. Formal proofs of validity

8. Truth trees

F. Primary teaching methods

1. Lecture

2. Writing

3. Critiquing the arguments of others

4. Group discussion

G. Approximate time per week—Five classes a week, 45 minutes a class and approximately 20 minutes of homework per class period

LOGIC II
Material Logic
A. Primary texts and materials

1. Student materials

a. Material Logic, Martin Cothran

b. Logic, Isaac Watts

c. The Art of Argument, Aaron Larsen and Joelle Hodge

d. Essays, segments, editorials and the like, drawn from all sources of media

e. Teacher-created materials

2. Teacher materials

a. Material Logic, teacher’s ed.

b. The Art of Argument, teacher’s ed.

c. Introductory Logic, Doug Wilson

d. Intermediate Logic, Jim Nance

e. The Improvement of the Mind, Isaac Watts

f. Fallacies, C.L. Hamblin

g. The Debater’s Guide, Ericson, Murphy, and Zeushner

h. With Good Reason, S. Morris Engel

i. Come, Let Us Reason, Geisler and Brooks

j. A Rulebook for Argument, Anthony Weston

k. Logic and Contemporary Rhetoric, Kahane and Cavender

B. Prerequisites—Logic I

C. Primary goals—the student will be able to:

1. Divide, categorize, and define objects according to classical logic

2. Break down complex concepts by using the Porphyrian Tree

3. Name and classify things according to their comprehension and extension

4. Describe a thing’s nature in relation to the Four Causes

5. Analyze arguments and discover the fallacies that he himself has made or that others have made.

D. Integrative goals—the student will be able to:

1. Apply the Rules and Divisions to other subjects.

2. Analyze numerous arguments in other disciplines.

3. Catch others in fallacious reasoning.

E. Primary objectives—the student will have a substantial understanding of:

1. The Ten Categories

2. The Five Predicables

3. The Four Causes

4. The rules for definition and division

5. The way in which terms signify the objects they represent

6. The nature of ideas

7. Informal fallacies

F. Primary teaching methods

1. Lecture

2. Writing

3. Critiquing the arguments of others

4. Debate

5. Group discussion

G. Approximate time per week—Five classes a week, 45 minutes a class and approximately 20 minutes of homework per class period

LOGIC III

Pre-Rhetoric
A.       Primary texts and materials
           1. Students Materials
               a.           The Argument Builder, Shelly Johnson

               b.           The Logic of Real Arguments, 2nd Ed., Alec Fischer

               c.           A Rulebook for Arguments, 4th Ed., Anthony Weston
           2. Teacher Materials
               a.           All student materials

               b.           The Argument Builder, Teacher’s Materials

B.         Prerequisites – Successful Completion of Logic II

C.         Primary goals – the student will be able to:
1.           Argue with precision and nuance

2.           Utilize the appropriate materials when constructing an argument (examples,

statistics, analogies, proverbs, etc.)
3.           Construct written arguments that are clear, thorough, and avoid fallacious

reasoning

D.          Interactive Goals – the student will be able to:
                1.            Write a competent argumentative essay

                2.             Incorporate knowledge gained from other subjects into well-developed

arguments

                3.             Orally present a paper critiquing an author’s position in a specialized field    

E.          Primary objectives – the student will have a substantial understanding of:
               1.               The methods of constructing a complex argument

               2.               The ‘four idols’ (idols of the tribe, idols of the cave, idols of the

marketplace, and idols of the theatre)

               3.               The observation and interpretation of written and oral discourse

F.            Primary Teaching Methods
               1.                Lecture

               2.                Writing

               3.                Critiquing the arguments of others

               4.                Debate 

               5.                Group discussion

Approximate time per week – Five classes a week, 45 minutes a class and

approximately 20 minutes of homework per class period
Math
Purpose Statement 

Mathematics is an expression of the order seen in nature.  Nature is an expression of the logic that is in God.  Therefore, it follows that math will show the logic and order of God. Ptolemy wrote that the mathematical sciences were the best evidence of divinity because of their consistency and incorruptibility. Math goes past the outer “layers” of creation to the fundamental laws God has used to give order. Therefore, math, like science, “sees” God through creation. The difference is that math looks at the parts that are so well understood that they can be reduced to an equation.

Prerequisites:

Students must either have been promoted from Grade 6 at Providence Hall or must have successfully completed the Secondary School Placement to begin study in the secondary school. Students beginning mathematical studies in the secondary school must be ready for Algebra I.

Graduation Requirements: 

In order to graduate from the Providence Hall School of Dialectic a student must pass:

A. Algebra I

B. Geometry

C. Algebra II

ALGEBRA I
A. Primary texts and materials

1. Student materials

a. Elementary Algebra, Harold Jacobs

b. TI-83 or TI-83+ calculator (limited use)

2. Teacher materials

a. Elementary Algebra Teacher’s Guide, Harold Jacobs

b. Elementary Algebra Tests, Jacobs

c. Elementary Algebra Transparencies, Jacobs

d. Teacher-created materials

B. Prerequisites—Successful completion of a pre-algebra course

C. Primary goals—the student will be able to:

1. Understand ordered relationships as represented by numbers and mathematical concepts.

2. Better understand the orderliness of God’s mind and creation.

3. Solve numeric equations with variables and fundamental operations.

D. Integrative goals—the student will be able to:

1. Understand the logical processes of mathematics.

2. Understand how formal logic relates to mathematical rules.

3. Understand the practical applications of algebra at home and in business and industry.

4. Understand the historic development of algebraic concepts.

E. Primary objectives—the student will have a mastery of:

1. Fundamental operations

2. Functions and graphs

3. Integers

4. Rational numbers

5. Equations in one variable

6. Equations in two variables

7. Simultaneous equations

8. Exponents

9. Polynomials

10. Factoring

11. Fractions

12. Square roots

13. Quadratic equations

14. Fractional equations

F. Primary teaching methods

1. Group instruction

2. Socratic interaction

3. Individual seatwork

4. Homework

G. Approximate time per week—Five classes a week, 45 minutes a class and approximately 30 minutes of homework per class period

GEOMETRY
A. Primary texts and materials

1. Student materials

a. The Elements, Euclid

b. Geometry, Harold Jacobs

c. TI-83 or TI-83+ calculator (limited use)

2. Teacher materials

a. Geometry Teacher’s Guide, Harold Jacobs

b. Geometry Tests, Jacobs

c. Geometry Transparencies, Jacobs

B. Prerequisites

1. Successful completion of Algebra I, or

2. A demonstrated ability to handle the subject matter

C. Primary goals—the student will be able to:

1. Understand ordered relationships as represented by numbers and mathematical concepts.

2. Demonstrate an understanding of the orderliness of God’s mind and creation.

3. Draw, analyze and manipulate geometric shapes in two and three dimensions.

4. Apply the tools of logic toward formal geometric proofs and learn to apply algebra in new ways.

D. Integrative goals—the student will be able to demonstrate: Understand the logical processes of geometry.

1. Understand how formal logic relates to geometric rules.

2. Understand the historic development of geometric ideas.

E. Primary objectives—the student will have a mastery of:

1. The nature of deductive reasoning

2. Points, lines, and planes

3. Rays and angles

4. Congruent triangles

5. Inequalities

6. Parallel lines

7. Quadrilaterals

8. Transformations

9. Area

10. Similarity

11. The right triangle

12. Circles

13. The concurrence theorems

14. Regular polygons and the circle

15. Geometric solids

16. Non-Euclidean geometries

17. Coordinate geometry

EUCLID

18. Proofs/Propositions from Euclid’s Elements

F. Primary teaching methods

1. Group instruction

2. Weekly proof presentation from Euclid

3. Socratic interaction

4. Individual seatwork
5. Homework

G. Approximate time per week—Five classes a week, 45 minutes a class and approximately 30 minutes of homework per class period

ALGEBRA II
A. Primary texts and materials

1. Student materials

a. Algebra II and Trigonometry: Functions and Applications, Paul Foerster

b. The Language of Mathematics, Keith Devlin
c. TI-83 or TI-83+ calculator (limited use)

2. Teacher materials

a. Algebra II and Trigonometry: Functions and Applications TE, Paul Foerster

b. Algebra II and Trigonometry: Functions and Applications Solutions Manual, Paul Foerster

c. The Language of Mathematics, Keith Devlin
d. Teacher-created materials

B. Prerequisites

1. Successful completion of Algebra I, and (preferably)

2. Successful completion of Geometry

C. Primary goals—the student will be able to:

1. Understand ordered relationships as represented by numbers and mathematical concepts.

2. Better understand the orderliness of God’s mind and creation.

3. Build upon concepts in Algebra I and solve increasingly abstract problems.

4. Understand the “why” and “how” and history of number theory as presented by Keith Devlin

D. Integrative goals—the student will be able to:

1. Understand the logical processes of mathematics.

2. Understand how formal logic relates to mathematical rules.

3. Understand the practical applications of higher-level algebra in business and industry.

4. Understand the historic development of algebraic concepts.

E. Primary objectives—the student will have a mastery of:

1. Functions and relations

2. Linear functions

3. Systems of linear equations and inequalities

4. Quadratic functions and complex numbers

5. Exponential and logarithmic functions

6. Rational algebraic functions

7. Irrational algebraic functions

8. Quadratic relations and systems

9. Higher-degree functions and complex numbers

10. Sequences and series

11. Probability, data analysis, and functions of a random variable

DEVLIN

12. What is Mathematics?

13. Why Numbers Count

14. Patterns of the Mind

15. Mathematics in Motion

16. Mathematics Gets into Shape

17. The Mathematics of Beauty

18. What Happens when Mathematics Gets into Position

19. How Mathematicians Figure the Odds

20. Uncovering the Hidden Patterns of the Universe

F. Primary teaching methods

1. Group instruction

2. Socratic interaction

3. Individual seatwork

4. Homework

G. Approximate time per week—Five classes a week, 45 minutes a class and approximately 30 minutes of homework per class period

Omnibus
Explanation:

The Omnibus is an integrated program of reading through the most important works of Western theology, history and literature. In the Omnibus program, students hone their logical thinking skills by entering into the arguments that have shaped Western civilization. As students discuss and debate issues, they sharpen their rhetorical skills, by analyzing and imitating the writings they study and by creatively producing essays, prose, fictional tales and poetry of their own. For each semester of Omnibus, a student receives a grade in theology, history and literature.

Purpose Statements:

Using the Omnibus method, Providence Hall teaches theology, history and literature. These purpose statements explain why the school teaches each of these disciplines:

Theology:  
We teach theology, “The Queen of the Sciences,” because God has commanded Christian parents to teach their children about Him and about the way of salvation. God has taught believers that His glory is the world’s chief end. Without the knowledge of God, people cannot enjoy the benefits of salvation nor glorify God rightly. Theology permeates all other fields of knowledge; therefore, the teaching of theology insures that all other fields of knowledge will accurately present the truth.  

History:

In Christian education, the study of history impresses upon the student the providential acts of God and the student's covenantal identity with men who have gone before him: identity with men of his culture, of his nation, of his family and, most importantly, of the people of God. By proper historical study, the student practices his obligation to receive both encouragement and warning from the actions of his forebears and from the consequences of their actions. He thereby gains the wisdom to avoid the sins of the past, to improve upon the thinking of his forefathers and to instill godliness in future generations.

Literature:

The study of great literature is an essential part of education.  First, it introduces the student into the common cultural consensus of our Western world: that body of thought, belief, and imagination that all educated people in the Western world share, and with which we must be familiar in order to understand, participate in, and influence our culture. Secondly, it provides a context for understanding other types of studies since the great ideas in all areas of knowledge find their popular expression in literature. Finally, as a part of aesthetics, the appreciation of beauty in language and literature is a critical part of the complete Christian life:  God has made us to desire and need beauty.   Scripture frequently conveys truth in poetry, image, and symbol, and it does so perfectly.  But we must learn to discern kinds and qualities of beauty in order to glorify Him in our aesthetic life, and exposure to great literature is one of the best means to do so

Prerequisites:

Students must either have been promoted from Grade 6 at Providence Hall or must have successfully completed the Secondary School Placement to begin study in the secondary school.

Graduation Requirements:

In order to graduate from the Providence Hall School of Dialectic, a student must pass all three of the Omnibus courses. If a student fails any subject in Omnibus (theology, history or literature), he will be assigned summer work in order to help him correct this deficiency.  

OMNIBUS I
(Ancient Period—Cycle I)
A. Primary texts and materials

1. Student materials

a. Aeneid, The, Virgil

b. Aeschylus I: Oresteia
c. Best Things in Life, The, Kreeft

d. Bible (ESV)

e. Chosen by God, Sproul

f. Code of Hammurabi
g. Eagle of the Ninth, The, Sutcliff

h. Early History of Rome, The, Livy

i. Gilgamesh
j. Histories, The, Herodotus

k. The Holiness of God, R.C. Sproul

l. Horse and His Boy, The, Lewis

m. Julius Caesar, Shakespeare

n. Last Battle, The, Lewis

o. Last Days of Socrates, The Plato

p. Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, The, Lewis

q. Magician's Nephew, The, Lewis

r. Odyssey of Homer, The, Homer

s. Plutarch's Lives
t. Prince Caspian, Lewis

u. Screwtape Letters, The, Lewis

v. Silver Chair, The, Lewis

w. Sophocles I: Theban Triology
x. Till We Have Faces, Lewis

y. Twelve Caesars, The, Suetonius

z. Unaborted Socrates, The, Kreeft

aa. Voyage of the Dawn Treader, The, Lewis 

ab. Teacher-created materials

ac. Various shorter essays

2. Teacher materials

a. All student texts

b. Art and Civilization: Ancient Greece
c. Art and Civilization: Ancient Rome
d. Brightest Heaven of Invention, Leithart

e. Encyclopedia Britannica Great Books of Western Civilization Series, The (60 vols.)

f. Greeks, The, H.D.F. Kitto

g. Greenleaf Guide to Ancient Literature
h. Guide to the Great Books, The, Callihan

i. Heroes of the City of Man, Peter Leithart

j. Historical Atlas of Greece
k. Historical Atlas of Rome
l. History of Art for Young People
m. House for My Name, A, Leithart

n. Introduction to the New Testament, Carson, Moo and Morris

o. Invitation to the Classics, Cowan and Guinness

p. It Was Good, Bustard, ed.

q. Realms of Gold, Ryken

r. State of the Arts, Veith

s. Survey of the Bible, Hendricksen

t. Syntopicon, The (the first two volumes in the aforementioned Encyclopedia Britannica set)

u. Western Civilization, Spielvogel

v. Westminster Confession of Faith, The, Williamson

B. Prerequisites—None

C. Primary goals—the student will be able to:

1. Define the nature of God.

a. Differentiate the character of the true God from the character of the false gods of pagan antiquity. Especially concerning these characteristics:

i. Incomprehensibility

ii. Immutability

iii. Infinity

iv. Unity

v. Spirituality (i.e., the divine nature is a spirit)

vi. Omniscience

vii. Holiness

viii. Justice

ix. Goodness

x. Truth

b. Explain the nature of God’s decrees concerning election and predestination.

c. Explain how God created the world.

d. Differentiate between the Christian doctrine of providence and the pagan concept of fate.

e. Know the major events of redemptive history.

2. Define the nature of Man.

a. Explain what it means for man to be made in the image of God.

b. Explain the effects of the Fall upon the image of God in man. 

c. Explain the effects of the Fall upon the Adam’s descendants and the federal nature of Adam’s sin.

d. Differentiate between the covenant of works and the covenant of grace.

3. Define Truth.

a. Explain how God Himself is the absolute standard of truth.

b. Distinguish between truth and error.

4. Define Goodness.

a. Explain how God Himself is the absolute standard of goodness.

b. Compare with the Greek idea of goodness.

5. Define Beauty.

a. Explain how God Himself is the absolute standard of beauty.

b. Know the great literature of the ancient world.

c. Know the characteristics of Hebrew, Greek and Roman poetry. 

d. Know the characteristics of Greek drama.

6. Define Being (Ontology).

7. Define Epistemology.

8. Describe how Man should be governed.

a. Explain the basic structure of the governments of Classical Athens and the Roman Republic and how these models have contributed the development of modern liberal democracy.

b. Differentiate between a democracy, a republic and a monarchy.

D. Integrative goals—the student will be able to:

1. Aesthetics

a. Art

i. Analyze Michelangelo’s The Creation of Adam and other sections of the Sistine Chapel.

ii. Identify the major artistic works (in sculpture, architecture and music) of ancient Greece, Rome and early Christian art.

iii. Identify the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World.

b. Music and drama

i. Understand and enjoy enduring musical works from or about the time period.

ii. Act out some important scenes from the Orestia Trilogy and the Theban Trilogy.
iii. Discuss whether Antigone makes the right decision by burying her brother (i.e., what are the limits of state authority?). (Theban Trilogy)

2. Composition

a. Write a Homeric simile.

b. Outline an essay that he is reading.

c. Write an essay with:

i. A discernable thesis statement.

ii. Divisions.

iii. An introduction.

iv. A conclusion.

d. Write an essay that uses proper grammar and spelling (continued review of grammar school goal).

3. Logic

a. Use logic and Scripture to explain whether the Hebrew midwives sinned or not. (Exodus)

b. Make a logically valid argument for finding Socrates guilty or not guilty of corrupting the youth. (Last Days of Socrates)

c. Make a logically valid argument for or against the continuance of miraculous signs and wonders and speaking in tongues. (Luke and Acts)

4. Other

a. Identify major cultural events from antiquity.

E. Primary objectives—the student will be able to:

1. Theology

a. Understand the different views of creation (seven literal days, day-age theory, framework hypothesis). (Genesis)

b. Explain the strengths and weaknesses of each theory, giving preference to the Confessional interpretation of seven literal days.

c. Explain what it means for man to be made in the image of God.

d. Cite the first promise of the gospel given in the Scriptures.

e. Argue the results of the Fall on the image of God in man and the physical creation.

f. Contrast the covenant of works and the covenant of grace.

g. Explain how the Exodus foreshadows our salvation through Jesus Christ.

h. Explain the doctrine of predestination and defend it with scriptural proof for it. (Chosen by God)

i. Give a brief explanation of the antinomies the reformed ideas of salvation and the problems with the non-reformed ideas of salvation.

j. Defeat the dilemma of liberal scholarship which stated that books like Gilgamesh were evidence that the Bible is not true and show instead how the stories of the epic support biblical validity. (Gilgamesh)

k. Explain what Lewis is saying about the doctrine of creation and the Fall in The Magician’s Nephew. (The Magician’s Nephew)

l. Explain how the sacrifice of Aslan is similar to and different than Christ’s sacrifice for His people. (The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe)

m. Compare and contrasts Lewis’s teachings in The Chronicles on Narnia with biblical teaching.

n. Explain the main events of the life of David. (I & II Samuel, I & II Kings)

o. Know and explain the importance of the major events of biblical history including:

i. The cycle of the judges.

ii. The reign and rejection of Saul.

iii. The reign of David.

iv. The construction of the temple.

v. The division of the kingdom.

vi. The fall of the Northern Kingdom to the Assyrians.

vii. The prophets.

viii. The fall of Judah to the Babylonians.

ix. The return of the exiles.

x. The intertestamental period.

xi. The ministry and sacrifice of the Messiah.

xii. The destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans.

p. Describe the union of Christ’s divine and human natures. (Luke and Acts)

q. Explain the value of miracles in the ministry of Jesus.

r. Explain the Roman practice of emperor worship and how that practice led to the persecution of the early church. (Suetonius)

s. List the major accomplishments of the first twelve emperors.

t. Compare and contrast biblical teaching with Lewis’s portrayal of demons in The Screwtape Letters.
2. History

a. Give an account of antediluvian history. (Genesis)

b. Explain how the Hebrews became slaves in Egypt.

c. Tell the major events of Egyptian History. (Exodus and Herodotus)

d. Explain the importance of the Battle of Marathon.

e. Explain the method and strategy of the second Persian invasion.

f. Draw on a map and explain the strategy of the Battle of Salamis.

g. Explain the history and movements of pre-Socratic philosophy. (The Last Days of Socrates)

h. Explain the relationship between the Peloponnesian War and the life of Socrates.

i. Explain Livy’s account of the founding of Rome by Romulus and Remus. (Livy)

j. Explain the end of the Roman monarchy.

k. Tell what a plebe and patrician were.

l. Explain the importance, functions and make up in Rome of :

i. The senate.

ii. The office of tribune.

m. Explain how Rome conquered Italy.

n. Give an outline of the important events of the life of Jesus and of the development of the early church. (Luke and Acts)

o. Explain the importance of Julius Caesar in Roman history. (Suetonius)

p. Give a description of the plot against Caesar and his assassination.

q. Explain the importance of the Battle of Actium.

r. Tell of the prosperity of Rome under the first twelve caesars.

s. Describe the importance of the reign of Constantine.

3. Literature

a. State the characteristics of Hebraic poetry and show that the first few chapters of Genesis are not, in fact, meant to be poetic.

b. Identify a homeric simile and state its importance to the study of Greek history.

c. Identify the major events of Odysseus’s wanderings. (The Odyssey)

d. Tell why Herodotus was the father of history writing. (Histories)

e. Compare and contrast modern historical writers with Herodotus.

f. Explain the basic elements of Greek tragedy. (Aeschylus)

g. Explain how Lewis uses Till We Have Faces to teach some aspects of a biblical worldview. (Till We Have Faces)

h. Compare and contrast Aslan and Christ.

i. Explain the idea of hubris. (Theban Triology)

j. Explain the concept of building tension and climax. (Oedipus Rex)

k. Identify and explain the structure of Hebrew poetry (progressive parallelism).

l. Explain the benefits of writing dialogues. (Plato)

m. Explain Vergil’s purpose in writing The Aeneid. (The Aeneid)

n. Demonstrate how Vergil builds on Homer.

F. Primary teaching methods

1. Reading followed by discussion

2. Socratic interaction

3. Debate (both individual and broader)

4. Reading passages together and teacher explaining them

5. Recitation (small group oral quizzing)

6. Disputatio (as an observer)

7. Viewing and discussing pertinent works of arts, music and poetry.

8. Lecture

G. Approximate time per week—Eight classes a week, 70 minutes a class and approximately 30 minutes of homework per class period

7th Grade Omnibus Schedule Semester 1
	
	Primary Reading
	Secondary Reading

	Week #1 
	Genesis (7.2.1)
	Chosen by God (10.0.0)

	Week #2
	Exodus (7.2.1)
	Chosen by God

	Week #3 
	Epic of Gilgamesh (3.2.5)
	Till We Have Faces (3.1.6)

	Week #4
	Code of Hammurabi (3.6.1)
	Till We Have Faces

	Week #5
	First and Second Samuel (7.2.1)
	Till We Have Faces

	Week #6
	First and Second Kings (7.2.1)
	Magician’s Nephew (5.1.4)

	Week #7
	Odyssey (2.2.6)
	Magician’s Nephew

	Week #8
	Odyssey
	The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe (5.1.4)

	Week #9
	Odyssey
	The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe

	Week #10
	Odyssey
	Horse and His Boy (5.1.4)

	Week #11
	Histories (1.8.1)
	Horse and His Boy 

	Week #12
	Histories
	Prince Caspian (5.1.4)

	Week #13
	Histories
	Prince Caspian

	Week #14
	Histories
	The Voyage of the Dawn Treader (5.1.4)

	Week #15
	Histories
	The Voyage of the Dawn Treader

	Week #16
	Oresteia (3.3.4)
	Isaiah (7.2.1)

	Week #17
	Plutarch’s Lives (0.8.2)
	Jeremiah (7.2.1)

	Week # 18
	Plutarch’s Lives
	Minor Prophets (7.2.1)

	Week #19 FINALS
	
	


7th Grade Omnibus Schedule Semester 2
	
	Primary Reading
	Secondary Reading

	Week #1 
	Sophocles: Theban Triology (3.1.6)
	The Silver Chair (5.1.4)

	Week #2
	Last Days of Socrates (5.3.2)
	The Silver Chair

	Week #3 
	Last Days of Socrates
	The Last Battle (5.1.4)

	Week #4
	The Early History of Rome (1.8.1)
	The Last Battle

	Week #5
	The Early History of Rome
	Best Things in Life (4.3.2)

	Week #6
	The Early History of Rome
	Best Things in Life

	Week #7
	The Early History of Rome
	Unaborted Socrates (4.2.3)

	Week #8
	Luke and Acts (7.2.1)
	Unaborted Socrates

	Week #9
	Aeneid (2.3.5)
	Galatians (7.2.1)

	Week #10
	Aeneid
	Romans (7.2.1)

	Week #11
	Aeneid
	James (7.2.1)

	Week #12
	Twelve Caesars (1.8.1)
	The Eagle of the Ninth (0.8.2)

	Week #13
	Twelve Caesars
	The Eagle of the Ninth

	Week #14
	Twelve Caesars
	The Screwtape Letters (7.0.3)

	Week #15
	Julius Caesar (0.4.6)
	Screwtape Letters

	Week #16
	Julius Caesar
	The Holiness of God (10.0.0)

	Week #17
	Revelation (7.2.1)
	The Holiness of God

	Week #18 FINALS
	
	


OMNIBUS II
(Medieval Period—Cycle I)
A. Primary texts and materials

1. Student materials

a. Beowulf
b. Bible (ESV)

c. Canterbury Tales, The, Chaucer

d. Confessions, Augustine

e. The Dragon and the Raven, Henty
f. Ecclesiastical History of the English People, Bede

g. Eusebius: The Church History, Eusebius

h. Fellowship of the Rings, The, Tolkien

i. Henry V, Shakespeare

j. The History of the Kings of Britain, Monmouth
k. Hobbit, The, J.R. Tolkien

l. Inferno, Dante

m. MacBeth, Shakespeare

n. The Merry Adventures of Robin Hood, Howard Pile

o. A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Shakespeare

p. Nine Tailors, The, Sayers

q. On the Bondage of the Will, Martin Luther

r. On the Incarnation of Our Lord, Athanasius

s. Return of the King, The, Tolkien

t. Richard III, Shakespeare
u. Rule of St. Benedict, Benedict

v. Sir Gawain and the Green Knight
w. Song of Roland, The
x. Two Towers, The, Tolkien

y. Winning His Spurs, Henty
2. Teacher materials

a. All student texts

b. Brightest Heaven of Invention, Leithart

c. Encyclopedia Britannica Great Books of Western Civilization Series, The (60 vols.)

d. Guide to the Great Books, The, Callihan

e. Invitation to the Classics, Cowan and Guinness

f. Medieval Europe: A Short History, C. Warren Hollister

g. Studies on Medieval and Renaissance Literature, C. S. Lewis

h. Syntopicon, The (the first two volumes in the aforementioned Encyclopedia Britannica set)

i. Western Civilization, Spielvogel

j. Westminster Confession of Faith, The, G. I. Williamson

B. Prerequisites—None

C. Primary goals—the student will be able to:

1. Define the nature of God.

a. Explain the importance of and the basic outline of orthodox Nicean Chrisotology.

b. Explain the necessity of the incarnation in the light of man’s sinfulness.

c. Explain and defend the substitutionary view of the atonement.

2. Define the nature of Man.

a. Explain man’s state before the grace of God regenerates his heart.

b. Explain the inability of man to save himself.

3. Define Truth.

a. Explain how God’s Word is the foundation of all truth. 

b. Explain the medieval battles over the nature of truth.

4. Define Goodness.

a. Explain the goodness of the Middle Ages by referring to the great works of art, literature and philosophy that it produced.

b. Compare  and contrast chivalry and biblical teaching.

5. Define Beauty.

a. Have a sense of the beauty of medieval life.

b. Explain the beauty of the simplicity of Protestantism.

6. Define Being.

a. Explain the hierarchy of the medieval world in light of the great chain of being.

b. Explain the mediaeval disagreements over the nature of being.

7. Define Epistemology.

8. Describe how Man should be governed.

a. Give an account of the problems of the confusion of ecclesiastical and civil authority in the High Middle Ages.

b. Argue for or against Christian monarchy.

D. Integrative goals—the student will be able to:

1. Aesthetics

a. Art

i. Recognize, appreciate, and explain the major artistic works of the time period.

ii. Give an account of the major developments in church architecture during the Middle Ages.

iii. Explain how the Second Commandment is broken and what sort of art breaks this commandment.

b. Music and drama

i. Explain the major characteristics of Gregorian chants.

ii. Give an account of the changes in church music caused by the Reformation.

iii. Differentiate the music of the Italian, German and Flemish Renaissance.

2. Composition

a. Write an essay with:

i. A discernable thesis statement.

ii. Divisions.

iii. An introduction.

iv. A conclusion.

b. Write an essay that uses proper grammar and spelling (continued review of grammar school goal).

c. Write a short research paper and be able to document sources in the proper manner. (Turabian)

3. Logic

a. Make a logical argument for or against the effects of the state sanctioning of Christianity under Constantine.

b. Create an argument demonstrating the necessity of the deity Christ in order to be a suitable sacrifice to save his people from their sins.

c. Create an argument for and against the practice of monasticism.

d. Create a valid argument against purgatory.

e. Create a valid argument against the doctrine of transubstantiation.

E. Primary objectives—the student will be able to:

1. Theology

a. State the gnostic heresy and give the reasons why it is not orthodox and is dangerous. (Eusebius: The Church History)

b. Explain how the church overcame the persecution of the Roman Empire.

c. Describe the circumstances of the conversion of Constantine and the Edict of Milan.

d. Give a synopsis of the strong and weak points of the teaching of the early church fathers.

e. Explain the division in the English church caused by the different formulas for the calculation of the date of Easter. (Ecclesiastical History of the English People)

f. Answer the following question: Why did God become man?
g. Refute unbiblical theories of the atonement such as the Ransom Theory and the Moral Example Theory.

h. Compare and contrast Dante’s vision of hell with what the Scripture states concerning it. (The Inferno)

i. Explain how the doctrine of man’s inability can be proven from Scripture. (The Bondage of the Will)

j. Tell of the main causes of Luther’s break with the Roman church.

k. Know and be able to defend the Solas of the Reformation.

l. Differentiate between the views of transubstantiation, consubstantiation, memorialism and the reformed doctrine concerning the Lord’s Supper.

m. Defend the Protestant doctrine of justification by faith alone.

2. History

a. Give a brief account of the history of the early church. (Eusebius: The Church History)

b. Relate the story of the conversion of St. Augustine. (Confessions)

c. Describe the lifestyle of monasticism popularized by St. Benedict. (The Rule of St. Benedict)

d. Explain the importance of the Synod of Whitby. (Ecclesiastical History of the English People)

e. Describe the advances made under the rule of Charlemagne (The Song of Roland)

f. Summarize the life of a knight. (Sir Gawain and the Green Knight)

g. Tell why the pilgrims were traveling to Canterbury (i.e., know the story of Thomas `a Becket). (Canterbury Tales)

h. Explain how the different characters in the Canterbury Tales give us a window into medieval English life.

i. Give an account of the Reformation in England.

j. Explain how the Avingnon Schism, the trial of Huss and the Council of Constance set the stage for the coming of the Reformation.

k. Explain whether or not (or to what degree) Calvin was responsible for the execution of Servetus.

3. Literature

a. Explain the importance of Beowulf in English literature. (Beowulf)

b. Explain the Christian symbolism of Beowulf.
c. Give reasons why the monastic movement was important for the preservation of both classical and Christian works of antiquity.

d. Defend the practice of Christians writing fictional and fantasy literature. (Lord of the Rings)

e. Know what the ring and the hobbits symbolize. (Lord of the Rings)

f. Explain what iambic pentameter is. (Macbeth)

g. Argue against the pagan view of life present by MacBeth in his “tale told by an idiot” speech.

h. Describe the medieval idea of the Great Chain of Being and explain how it is disrupted by MacBeth and the awful effects this disruption causes.

i. Explain the main elements of a mystery novel. (The Nine Tailors)

j. Compare and contrast Dante’s epic with those of Homer and Vergil. (The Divine Comedy)

k. Explain the basic structure of The Divine Comedy.

l. Describe the ironic nature of some of the punishments in hell.

m. Explain the presence of Vergil as Dante’s guide and the philosophy that lay behind this choice.

n. Explain the person of Beatrice: what she symbolizes and why Dante loves her.

o. Explain the importance of Chaucer’s poetry to the development of the English language. (Canterbury Tales)

F. Primary teaching methods

1. Reading followed by discussion

2. Socratic interaction

3. Debate (both individual and broader)

4. Reading passages together and teacher explaining them

5. Recitation (small group oral quizzing)

6. Disputatio (as observers)

7. Viewing and discussing pertinent works of arts, music and poetry

8. Lecture

G. Approximate time per week—Eight classes a week, 70 minutes a class and approximately 30 minutes of homework per class period

8th Grade Omnibus Schedule Semester 1
	
	Primary Reading
	Secondary Reading

	Week #1
	The Church History (4.6.0)
	The Hobbit (3.0.7)

	Week #2
	The Church History
	The Hobbit

	Week #3 
	The Church History
	The Fellowship of the Rings (3.0.7)

	Week #4
	The Church History
	The Fellowship of the Ring

	Week #5
	Augustine: Confessions 1-6 (5.3.2)
	The Fellowship of the Ring

	Week #6
	Augustine:Confessions 7-10
	The Fellowship of the Ring

	Week #7
	Augustine:Confessions 11-13
	The Nine Tailors (1.0.9)

	Week #8
	Athanasius: On the Incarnation (8.2.0)
	The Nine Tailors

	Week #9
	On the Incarnation
	The Nine Tailors

	Week #10
	The Creeds
	The Dragon and the Raven (1.6.3)

	Week #11
	Bede: Ecclesiastical History 1 (3.6.1)
	The Dragon and the Raven

	Week #12
	Bede: Ecclesiastical History 2-3
	The Gospel of John (7.2.1)

	Week #13
	Bede: Ecclesiastical History 4-5
	The Gospel of John

	Week #14
	Rule of St. Benedict (7.2.1)
	The Merry Adventures of Robin Hood (1.3.6)

	Week #15
	Beowulf (2.2.6)
	The Merry Adventures of Robin Hood

	Week #16
	Beowulf
	The Merry Adventures of Robin Hood

	Week #17
	Beowulf
	A Midsummer Night’s Dream (3.1.6)

	Week #18
	The Song of Roland (2.4.4)
	A Midsummer Night’s Dream

	Week #19 FINALS
	
	


8th Grade Omnibus Schedule Semester 2
	
	Primary Reading
	Secondary Reading

	Week #1
	The Song of Roland (2.4.4))
	Winning His Spurs (1.6.3)

	Week #2
	The History of the Kings of Britain (2.8.0)
	Winning His Spurs

	Week #3 
	The History of the Kings of Britain
	Winning His Spurs

	Week #4
	The History of the Kings of Britain
	The Two Towers (3.1.6)

	Week #5
	The History of the Kings of Britain
	The Two Towers

	Week #6
	Macbeth (2.3.5)
	The Two Towers

	Week #7
	Macbeth
	The Two Towers

	Week #8
	Sir Gawain and the Green Knight (2.3.5)
	Henry V (2.3.5)

	Week #9
	Sir Gawain and the Green Knight
	Henry V

	Week #10
	The Divine Comedy:  Inferno (4.2.4)
	Richard III (2.3.5)

	Week #11
	The Divine Comedy:  Inferno
	Richard III

	Week #12
	The Divine Comedy:  Inferno
	Ephesians (7.2.1)

	Week #13
	The Canterbury Tales (Selected Tales) (2.2.6)
	Ephesians

	Week #14
	The Canterbury Tales (Selected Tales)
	The Return of the King (3.1.6)

	Week #15
	The Bondage of the Will (7.3.0)
	The Return of the King

	Week #16
	The Bondage of the Will
	The Return of the King

	Week #17
	The Bondage of the Will
	The Return of the King

	Week #18 FINALS
	
	


Omnibus III
(Modern Period—Cycle I)
A. Primary texts and materials

1. Student materials

a. 1984, Orwell

b. Abraham Lincoln: Speeches and Writings, Lincoln

c. Animal Farm, Orwell

d. Anti-Federalist Papers, The
e. Christianity and Liberalism, Machen
f. Communist Manifesto, The, Karl Marx

g. Federalist Papers, The
h. Autobiography of Charles G. Finney
i. Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin
j. Foundational American documents
k. Frankenstein, Shelly

l. Great Gatsby, The, Fitzgerald

m. Gulliver's Travels, Swift

n. How Should We Then Live?, Shaeffer
o. Killer Angels, Shaara

p. Little Women, Alcott

q. Mein Kampf, Hitler

r. New Foxes Book of Martyrs, The, Foxe

s. The Old Man and the Sea, Hemmingway

t. Pilgrim's Progress, The, John Bunyan

u. Pit and the Pendulum, The, Poe

v. Of Plymouth Plantation, Bradford

w. Poe's short stories & poems

x. Postmodern Times, Veith

y. Pride and Prejudice, Austen

z. Reflections on the Revolution in France, Burke

aa. Slave Narratives

ab. Social Contact, The, Rousseau 

ac. A Tale of Two Cities, Dickens
ad. Tom Sawyer, Mark Twain

ae. Treaty of Versailles and other WWI documents

af. Uncle Tom's Cabin, Stowe

ag. Westminster Confession of Faith, The, Williamson

2. Teacher materials

a. All student texts

b. Brightest Heaven of Invention, Leithart

c. Encyclopedia Britannica Great Books of Western Civilization Series, The (60 vols.)

d. Guide to the Great Books, The, Callihan

e. History of the Modern World, A, Palmer and Colton

f. Invitation to the Classics, Cowan and Guinness

g. Modern Times, Johnson

h. Never Before in History, Amos and Gardner

i. Syntopicon, The (the first two volumes in the aforementioned Encyclopedia Britannica set)

j. Western Civilization, Spielvogel

k. Westminster Confession of Faith, The, Williamson

B. Prerequisites—None

C. Primary goals—the student will be able to determine:

1. Define the nature of God.

a. Explain the doctrines concerning God’s revelation to us in the Scriptures and give reason why the Scriptures alone are ultimately authoritative in beliefs and life of believers.

b. Explain how God saves his people.

c. Explain how God controls history.

d. Describe God’s holiness.

2. Define the nature of Man.

a. Explain how man receives the grace of God.

b. Explain how our current circumstances relate to historic events of the nineteenth century.

3. Define Truth.

a. Explain how the Scriptures are at the heart of all truth.

b. Explain how relativism destroys the possibility of truth.

4. Define Goodness.

a. Critique the philosophies of communism, modernism and postmodernism.

b. Demonstrate ability to differentiate between good and bad art and music.

5. Define Beauty.

a. Explain what art is.

b. Differentiate between the beautiful, the ugly and the non in art, music, architecture, poetry and philosophy.

6. Define Being.

a. Explain what defines personhood.

b. Explain the reason abortion is a travesty.

7. Define Epistemology.

a. Explain how the Scriptures are at the heart of all knowledge and understanding.

b. Explain how rebelling against God leads to a philosophical demise.

8. Describe how Man should be governed.

a. Demonstrate an understanding of the Christian and Enlightenment roots of modern democratic forms of government.

b. Critique governments from a biblical perspective.

c. Understand the basic structure of the US Government (its branches and their functions).

D. Integrative goals—the student will be able to:

1. Aesthetics

a. Art

i. Know the major artistic movements of the eighteenth through twentieth centuries. 

ii. Recognize the work of some of the most famous artists and their most famous works.

b. Music and drama

i. Know the major musical movements of the eighteenth through twentieth centuries.

ii. Recognize the work of some of the most famous musicians and their most famous works.

2. Composition

a. Write an Elizabethan sonnet.

b. Write an essay with:

i. A discernable thesis statement.

ii. Divisions.

iii. An introduction.

iv. Refutations.

v. A conclusion.

c. Arrange a paper so that the reasons or arguments flow in a logical manner.

d. Ornament paper with appropriate examples.

e. Argue clearly in prose employing both inductive and deductive proofs.

f. Write an essay that uses proper grammar and spelling (continued review of grammar school goal).

g. Write a research paper and be able to document sources in the proper manner. (Turabian)

3. Logic

a. Argue against the Roman Catholic view of authority.

b. Argue against the inclusion of the Apocrypha in the Scriptures.

c. Argue against Arminian or Pelagian views of man’s salvation.

d. Argue against egalitarianism.

e. Argue against the methods employed in the Second Great Awakening.

f. Argue against communism and fascism.

g. Argue against racism.

h. Argue for or against the practice of slavery.

i. Argue against the political philosophy of Rousseau.

j. Argue for or against the rebellion of the colonies against Great Britain.

k. Argue for either the Federalist or Anti-Federalist position.

l. Argue for the Southern or the Northern justifications in the War between the States.  

m. Argue for or against Christians producing Gothic novels

E. Primary objectives—the student will be able to:

1. Theology

a. Defend the doctrine of Scripture presented in the Westminster Confession of Faith over and against the Roman doctrine. (Westminster Confession)

b. Explain what the plenary verbal inspiration of the Scriptures means and prove it from the Bible.

c. Prove the doctrines of Calvinist soteriology from the Bible.

d. Prove from the Bible that God has foreordained and controls all events of history.

e. Compare and contrast Rousseau’s vision of government with what the Scriptures say. (The Social Contract)

f. Demonstrate that Bunyan’s allegory is doctrinally consistent with the Westminster Confession’s doctrine of salvation. (The Pilgrim’s Progress)

g. Biblically judge the philosophy of egalitarianism. (Reflections)

h. Compare and contrast the doctrinal commitments of the preachers of the Second Great Awakening with those of the First. (Finney's Autobiography)

i. Describe Twain’s view of religion and discuss when it is appropriate to skewer religion. (Tom Sawyer)

j. Explain how communism (especially its leveling tendency and belief in the innate goodness of man) is unbiblical. (Communist Manifesto)

k. Argue biblically against the sin of racism. (Mein Kampf)

l. Argue biblically against fascism. (Mein Kampf and 1984)

m. Argue for or against the morality of Southern Slavery. (Slave Narratives)

n. Explain why Thornwell says that slavery was a positive good.

o. Make a biblical argument against modernism and postmodernism. (Postmodern Times)

2. History

a. Explain the connections between the Westminster Assembly and the English Civil War. (Westminster Confession)

b. List and explain the characteristics of English Puritanism.

c. Explain what Rousseau means by the social contract, sovereignty, government, and the general will. (The Social Contract)

d. Compare and contrast the Articles of Confederation and the US Constitution. (Foundational American Documents)

e. List the branches of the US government under the constitution.

f. Explain the differences between the Federalists and the Anti-Federalists. (Federalist Papers and Anti-Federalist Papers)

g. Know the major events of the French Revolution. (Reflections on the Revolution in France)

h. Compare and contrast the French Revolution and the American War for Independence.

i. Demonstrate that the views of the French revolutionaries were greatly affected in their thinking by Rousseau.

j. Recount the sufferings of Protestants during the time of the Reformation especially those of eminent saints like Archbishop Cranmer. (New Foxe’s Book of Martyrs)

k. Describe the preaching of First Great Awakening.

l. Compare and contrast the preaching of the First Great Awakening with that of the Second. (Finney's Autobiography)

m. Describe the major events in the life of Abraham Lincoln. (Abraham Lincoln: Speeches and Writings)

n. Explain the importance of the Lincoln/Douglas debates in the life of this country.

o. Explain Lincoln’s opposition to slavery.

p. Describe life in the American Midwest during the nineteenth century. (Tom Sawyer)

q. Explain the importance of Marx’s thought. (The Communist Manifesto)

r. List and describe the major events of the Russian Revolution.

s. Describe and explain the communist dialectic.

t. Explain the causes of World War I. (The Treaty of Versailles)

u. Demonstrate how the Treaty of Versailles helped to elevate Hitler to power and was a cause of the Second World War.

v. Describe the evil character of Adolph Hitler. (Mein Kampf)

w. Explain how the policy of appeasement pursued by European leaders led to the rise of Hitler and the Second World War.

x. Explain what slavery was like by reading, comparing and understanding accounts of actual slaves. (Slave Narratives)

y. Compare and contrast the view of slavery presented in Uncle Tom’s Cabin with the view that slaves themselves give in their narratives.

z. Explain the importance of the Battle of Gettysburg. (Killer Angels)

aa. Describe life in Americas in the 1920’s. (The Great Gatsby)

3. Literature

a. Understand what an allegory is and why Bunyan used it. (The Pilgrim’s Progress)

b. Explain how the use of fictional characters such as those employed in The Pilgrim’s Progress can strengthen the power of an argument for a doctrine.

c. Explain the genre of the novel and its purposes.

d. Explain the powerful effect that a book like Foxes would have had on its readers. (New Foxe’s Book of Martyrs)

e. Recount the characteristics of a Gothic novel. (Frankenstein)

f. Argue about what it means to be human.

g. Demonstrate an understanding of the major characteristics of a novel of manners. (Pride and Prejudice)

h. Argue the merits and demerits of nineteenth century English society.

i. Explain the purpose of Gulliver’s Travels. (Gulliver’s Travels)

j. Demonstrate how fictional stories can be used as social critiques.

k. Explain how Twain uses humor to make a point. (Tom Sawyer)

l. Demonstrate an understanding of the river theme in Tom Sawyer.

m. Describe how an author creates suspense in his writing. (Poe)

n. Compare and contrast Orwell and Huxley’s prophecies concerning the future and make a judgment about who saw the future more clearly. (1984)

o. Explain how Fitzgerald critiques 1920s America in the Great Gatsby. (The Great Gatsby)  
F. Primary teaching methods

1. Reading followed by discussion

2. Socratic interaction

3. Debate (both individual and broader)

4. Reading passages together and teacher explaining them

5. Recitation (small group oral quizzing)

6. Disputatio
7. Viewing and discussing pertinent works of arts, music and poetry

8. Lecture

G. Approximate time per week—Eight classes a week, 70 minutes a class and approximately 30 minutes of homework per class period

9th Grade Omnibus Schedule for Semester 1
	
	Primary Reading
	Secondary Reading

	Week #1
	Westminster Confession of Faith (9.1.0)
	Foxe’s Book of Martyrs (7.3.0) 

	Week #2
	Westminster Confession of Faith
	Foxe’s Book of Martyrs 

	Week #3
	Pilgrim’s Progress (7.0.3)
	Frankenstein (0.0.10)

	Week #4
	Pilgrim’s Progress
	Frankenstein

	Week #5
	Pilgrim’s Progress
	Pride and Prejudice (1.3.6)

	Week #6
	Of Plymouth Plantation (3.7.0)
	Pride and Prejudice

	Week #7 
	Of Plymouth Plantation
	Pride and Prejudice

	Week #8
	Of Plymouth Plantation
	Gulliver’s Travels (2.1.7)

	Week #9
	The Social Contract (5.4.1)
	Gulliver’s Travels

	Week #10
	The Social Contract
	Gulliver’s Travels

	Week #11
	Foundational American Documents (1.7.2)
	Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin (1.7.2)

	Week #12
	Foundational American Documents
	Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin

	Week #13
	Foundational American Documents
	Autobiography of Charles G. Finney (5.5.0)

	Week #14
	Federalist and Anti-Federalist Papers (2.7.1)
	Autobiography of Charles G. Finney

	Week #15
	Federalist and Anti-Federalist Papers
	The Pit and the Pendulum (1.2.7)

	Week #16
	A Tale of Two Cities (1.3.6)
	The Adventures of Tom Sawyer (1.2.7)

	Week #17
	A Tale of Two Cities
	The Adventures of Tom Sawyer

	Week #18
	A Tale of Two Cities
	The Adventures of Tom Sawyer

	Week #19 FINALS
	
	


9th Grade Omnibus Schedule for Semester 2
	
	Primary Reading
	Secondary Reading

	Week #1
	Reflections on the Revolution in France (2.6.2)
	Little Women (0.3.7)

	Week #2
	Reflections on the Revolution in France
	Little Women

	Week #3
	Uncle Tom’s Cabin (2.3.5)
	The Killer Angels (1.7.2)

	Week #4
	Uncle Tom’s Cabin
	The Killer Angels

	Week #5
	Lincoln’s Speeches (3.6.1)
	The Killer Angels

	Week #6
	Slave Narratives (2.8.0)
	Christianity and Liberalism (9.1.0)

	Week #7
	The Communist Manifesto (4.4.2)
	Christianity and Liberalism

	Week #8
	Treaty of Versailles and other WWI Documents (0.10.0)  
	Christianity and Liberalism

	Week #9 
	The Great Gatsby (2.2.6)
	The Old Man and the Sea (3.0.7)

	Week #10
	The Great Gatsby
	Animal Farm (2.0.8)

	Week #11
	Mein Kampf
	Animal Farm

	Week #12
	Philemon (7.3.0)
	Death of a Salesman (2.2.6)

	Week #13
	The Epistles of John (8.2.0)
	Postmodern Times (5.4.1)

	Week #14
	The Epistles of Peter and Jude (9.1.0)
	Postmodern Times

	Week #15
	Nineteen Eighty-Four (3.2.5)
	Postmodern Times

	Week #16
	Nineteen Eighty-Four
	How Should We Then Live? (7.3.0)

	Week #17
	Daniel (5.4.1)
	How Should We Then Live?

	Week #18 FINALS
	
	


ENGLISH PRACTICUM

A.       Primary texts and materials
           1. Students Materials

               a.           The New Oxford Guide to Writing, Thomas S. Kane

               b.           Style: The Basics of Clarity and Grace¸ 3rd Ed., Joseph Williams

               c.           The Roar on the Other Side, Suzanne U. Rhodes

               d.           Dictionary and Thesaurus
           2. Teacher Materials

               a.           All student materials

               b.           Style: Lessons in Clarity and Grace, 9th Ed., Joseph Williams

B.         Prerequisites – One year of Omnibus coursework

C.         Primary goals – the student will be able to:
                1.          Write clear, coherent essays on a variety of topics

                2.          Utilize revision principles to improve their writing through subsequent drafts

                3.          Develop both a mastery and love of the English language

D.          Interactive Goals – the student will be able to:
                1.          Effectively plan writing assignments from outline to final draft

                2.          Apply elements of style to write effectively and persuasively

                3.          Acquire a large and varied vocabulary    

                4.          Employ their imagination through poetry and creative prose

E.          Primary objectives – the student will have a substantial understanding of:
               1.           The mechanics of writing

               2.           Syntax, cadence, and overall sentence structure

               3.           Poetry recitation and analysis

F.            Primary Teaching Methods
               1.                Writing workshops

               2.                In-class writing exercises

               3.                Individual student-teacher conferences

               4.                Peer Review

               5.                Poetry writing, recitation, and analysis

               6.                Drama, speech, etc.
G.         Approximate time per week – Three classes a week, 45 minutes a class and

             approximately 20 minutes of homework per class period
Science
Purpose Statement
Studying science is important because general revelation teaches us truth about God. Scripture affirms this understanding as well by announcing that the heavens declare the glory of God (Psalm 19:1). Therefore, the study of science should bolster and ultimately be in perfect harmony with the revelation of God in Scripture.

Prerequisites:

Students must either have been promoted from Grade 6 at Providence Hall or must have successfully completed the Secondary School Placement Test to begin study in the secondary school.

Graduation Requirements:

In order to graduate from the Providence Hall School of Dialectic a student must pass:

A. Life Science

B. Earth and Space Science

C. Physical Science

LIFE SCIENCE
A. Primary texts and materials

1. Student materials

a. Life Science, BJU Press, Brad R. Batdorf and Thomas E. Porch

b. Life Science Activity Book

c. The Life of the Spider, Jean-Henri Fabre
2. Teacher materials

a. Life Science, Teacher Edition
b. Solutions and Tests for Life Science
c. Life Science Activity Book, Teacher Edition

d. The Life of the Spider, Jean-Henri Fabre

e. Experiment materials

B. Prerequisites—none

C. Primary goals—the student will be able to:

1. Begin to understand the nature of God’s creation.

2. Articulate a basic understanding of the history of scientific thought.

3. Accumulate and classify facts to formulate general laws about the natural world.

D. Integrative goals—the student will be able to:

1. Demonstrate an understanding of inductive thought.

2. Articulate Greek influences upon the development of science.

3. Apply basic mathematical formulas to solve scientific problems.

E. Primary objectives—the student will have an understanding of:

1. Studying Life Science

2. Classifying Living Things

3. Life and Cells

4. Cell Structure

5. Activities of Cells

6. Cell Division

7. Genetics of Organisms

8. Genetic Changes

9. Biblical Creationism

10. Biological Evolution

11. Little-Seen Kingdoms

12. Plant-Kingdom:  Structure

13. Plant-Kingdom:  Processes

14. Plant-Kingdom:  Reproduction

15. Invertebrates I:  Sponges, Jellyfish, and Worms

16. Invertebrates II:  Mollusks, Arthropods, and Echinoderms

17. Vertebrates I:  Fish, Amphibians, and Reptiles

18. Vertebrates II:  Birds and Mammals

19. Animals Behavior

20. Animal Sexual Reproduction

21. The Ecosystem

22. Organism Relationships

23. Natural Resources

24. Support and Movement

25. Internal Balance

26. Energy

27. Control

FABRE

28. The Black-Bellied Tarantula

29. The Banded Epeira

30. The Narbonne Lycosa

31. The Narbonne Lycosa:  The Burrow

32. The Narbonne Lycosa:  The Family

33. The Narbonne Lycosa:  The Climbing-instinct

34. The Spider’s Exodus

35. The Crab Spider

F. Primary teaching methods

1. Group instruction

2. Socratic interaction

3. Laboratory experiments

4. Individual seatwork

5. Homework

G. Approximate time per week—Five classes a week, 45 minutes a class and approximately 15 minutes of homework per class period

SPACE AND EARTH SCIENCE
A. Primary texts and materials

1. Student materials

a. Space and Earth Science, BJU Press, Terrance Egolf, Franklin Hall, and Rachel Santopietro

b. Space and Earth Science Activity Book

c. Epitome of Copernican Astronomy and Harmonies of the World, Johannes Kepler

2. Teacher materials

a. Space and Earth Science, BJU Press, Teacher Edition

b. Solutions and Tests for Space and Earth Science, BJU Press
c. Epitome of Copernican Astronomy and Harmonies of the World, Johannes Kepler
d. Experiment materials

e. Space and Earth Science overheads set

B. Prerequisites—Successful completion of a pre-algebra course

C. Primary goals—the student will be able to:

1. Gain a general understanding of the nature of God’s creation.

2. Articulate a basic understanding of the history of scientific thought.

3. Accumulate and classify facts to formulate general laws about the natural world.

D. Integrative goals—the student will be able to:

1. Demonstrate an understanding of inductive thought.

2. Articulate Greek influences upon the development of science.

3. Apply basic mathematical formulas to solve scientific problems.

E. Primary objectives—the student will have a substantial understanding of:

1. Natural Sciences and the Christian

2. The Earth’s Motions

3. The Glory of the Stars

4. The Sun

5. The Planets

6. Asteroids, Comets, and Meteors

7. The Moon

8. Space Exploration

9. Introduction to Meteorology

10. Atmospheric Water

11. Movement in the Atmosphere

12. Weather Prediction

13. Introduction to Geology

14. Minerals and Ores

15. Rocks and Fossils

16. Mountains and High Hills

17. Earthquakes and Volcanoes

18. Weathering, Mass Wasting, and Erosion

19. The Oceans and Seas

20. Glaciers

21. The Groundwater System

KEPLER

22. On the Position, Order, and Movement of the Parts of the World; or, On the System of the World

23. On the Movement of the Bodies of the World

24. On the Real and True Irregularity of the Planets and its Causes

25. On the Eccentric Circles, or Schemata of the Planets

26. On the Astronomical Terms Arising from Calculations and the Eccentric Orbit

F. Primary teaching methods

1. Group instruction

2. Socratic interaction

3. Laboratory experiments

4. Individual seatwork

5. Homework

G. Approximate time per week—Five classes a week, 45 minutes a class and approximately 15 minutes of homework per class period

PHYSICAL SCIENCE
A. Primary texts and materials

1. Student materials

a. Physical Science, BJU Press, R. Terrance Egolf and Rachel Santopietro
b. Physical Science Laboratory Manual

c. The Principia, Sir Isaac Newton

d. The Great Physicists, George Gamow

2. Teacher materials

a. Physical Science, BJU Press, Teacher Edition
b. Solutions and Tests for Physical Science
c. Physical Science Laboratory Manual, Teacher Edition

d. The Principia, Sir Isaac Newton

e. The Great Physicists, George Gamow

f. Experiment materials 

B. Prerequisites—Successful completion of a pre-algebra course

C. Primary goals—the student will be able to:

1. Accumulate and classify facts to formulate general laws concerning biology.

2. Explain the structure of cells.

3. Recount the characteristics of different forms of life.

4. Explain life processes.

D. Integrative goals—the student will be able to:

1. Demonstrate an understanding of inductive thought.

2. Articulate Greek influences upon the development of science.

3. Articulate the logical problems and falsehoods of Darwinism.

4. Apply basic mathematical formulas to solve scientific problems.

E. Primary objectives—the student will have a substantial understanding of:

1. Finding Your Way in God’s World

2. Matter

3. Measurements

4. Mechanics:  Kinematics

5. Mechanics:  Dynamics

6. Energy

7. Work and Simple Machines

8. Fluid Mechanics

9. Thermodynamics

10. Electricity

11. Magnetism

12. Periodic Motion and Waves

13. Sound

14. Electromagnetic Energy

15. Light and Optics

16. The Atom

17. Elements and the Periodic Table

18. Bonding and Compounds

19. Chemical Reactions

20. Mixtures and Solutions

21. Acids, Bases, and Salts

NEWTON

22. Of the method of first and last ratios of quantities, by the help whereof we demonstrate the propositions that follow

23. Of the invention of centripetal forces

GAMOW

24. The Dawn of Physics

25. The Dark Ages and the Renaissance

26. God said, “Let Newton Be!”

27. Heat as Energy

28. The Age of Electricity

29. Relativistic Revolution

30. The Law of Quantum

31. The Atomic Nucleus and Elementary Particles

F. Primary teaching methods

1. Group instruction

2. Public presentation of Principia proofs

3. Socratic interaction

4. Laboratory experiments

5. Individual seatwork

6. Homework

G. Approximate time per week—Four classes a week, 50 minutes a class and approximately 15 minutes of homework per class period.
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